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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR – Arthur H. Larson 

REVIVAL #3 - John 14:9

A man was watching a stranger with a very unusual dog.  He walked up to the stranger and said, “I think your dog is a pointer or a setter.” “Wrong,” the man replied. “He’s a dis-appointer!  And an up-setter!”  Unfortunately, there are lots of people like that too.  You probably know some.  I do, and they are all over the place.  You read about them and even meet some daily. Unfortunately, there are some church members, professing Christians who are dis-appointers and up-setters.  Some are complainers, some are gossipers, many are selfish, instead of giving, they are getters. Some are loafers, not labourers.  Some are pouters, not pray-ers.  And if you are going to be a Christian, you must give yourself completely to the Lord Jesus Christ, every part of you, with no strings attached, to be used for His glory and for the good of others.  That is why we need revival today to create the kind of a dedication and spirit within the professing church that will attract unsaved people to trust the Lord Jesus as their personal Saviour. 
I continue today on the subject of REVIVAL.  Remember it begins in the body of professing Christians called the Church. It was Charles Finney, the great revivalist, who said, “Revival is a return to the first love by Christians, resulting in the conviction and conversion of sinners to God.  Revival is a new beginning of obedience to God.  It is a special season of heart-searching when many believers simultaneously experience a deep Holy Spirit conviction of sin.  Revival is when God draws near and manifests His holy presence.”   How we need that today.  We have been urging everyone to pray three prayers for revival.  Habakkuk 3:2, “O Lord, revive Your work in the midst of the years.”  Psalm 85:6, “Wilt Thou not revive us again that Your people may rejoice in You.”  And then Psalm 143:11, “Revive me, O Lord for Your Name’s sake.” 
We began by looking at questions Jesus asked in the Gospels. Since revival is distinctly centered in the Person and Work of the Lord Jesus Christ, since revival is really a Christ-awakening within the hearts of His people first, and then a spiritual awakening that results in conversions to Christ throughout the land.  So we are looking at the questions Jesus asked in the four Gospels. The first one we considered was Matthew 16:15 - a question about OUR CONFESSION, “Who do you say that I am?”    Who am I to you?  And we saw that Peter answered, “Thou art the Christ, the Son of the Living God.”  And Jesus said, “Blessed art thou, Simon Bar-jona:  for flesh and blood hath not revealed this to thee, but My Father which is in heaven.”  The implication of this confession is that while man looks on the outward appearance, God looks on the heart.  Jesus saw in Peter a genuine confession of faith in Jesus Christ, not repeating something that human flesh and blood or someone else taught him to say.  I trust today you have had a personal experience with Jesus Christ and know Him without a shadow of a doubt as your personal Saviour and Lord.  That your confession is clear, having believed in your heart and trusted Him personally as your Saviour.  If not, do that today.  That determines whether you go to heaven or to hell when you die. Remember Jesus said, “He that believeth on the Son hath everlasting life: and He that believeth not the Son shall not see life; but the wrath of God abideth on him.” (John 3:36).
Then we considered secondly the question in Matthew 26:40. Jesus asked  – OUR COMMUNION,  in a great crisis hour, when facing the cross, took the disciples and then Peter, James and John a little further and told them to watch with Him.  He went and prayed in such agony that blood fell from His body, dripping like sweat from His body.  He prayed, “O Father, if it be possible, let this cup pass from Me.  Yet, not My will, but Thine be done.”  When He came back, they were asleep, and He asked them this question, “What, could you not watch with Me one hour?”  We say that prayer is the key to revival.  It is the key to everything.  And if you have a great church, it is because you have a praying church.  If you are an effective Christian, it is because you are a praying Christian.  We must call upon the Lord who invites us to call upon Him.  “…He will answer us and show us great and mighty things that we know not.” (Jeremiah 33:3).  Then “If we humble ourselves and pray and seek His face and turn from any wicked ways in our life, that He will hear from heaven, He will forgive our sin and then, only then, will He heal the land.” (II Chronicles 7:14).  
So we are thinking again today about revival and another question that Jesus asked. It causes us to search our hearts. Well, listen to the question that Jesus asks, an unusual one in John 14:9. We begin reading at verse 1, familiar words, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in Me. In my Father’s house are many mansions: if it were not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you. And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again, and receive you unto Myself; that where I am, there ye many be also.  And whither I go ye know and the way ye know. Thomas saith unto Him, Lord, we know not whither Thou goest; and how can we know the way?  Jesus saith unto him, I AM the way, the truth, and the life: no man cometh unto the Father, but by Me.”  Now, notice as I read John 14:7-9  “If ye had known Me, Jesus said, ye should have known My Father also: and from henceforth, from now on ye know Him,  and have seen Him.  Philip saith unto Him, Lord, shew us the Father, and it sufficeth us.”  Show us the Father and we will be satisfied.  “And Jesus saith unto him...”  And here is the question for today, “Have I been so long time with you, and yet hast thou not known me, Philip?  He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father; and how sayest thou then, Shew us the Father?”
***This question, along with the question about our confession and our communion in prayer, has to do with OUR COMPREHENSION OF WHO JESUS REALLY IS.  Have I been so long a time with you and you still don’t know Me? Not only do you know Him, I am asking you today, Do you know Him more intimately now than you knew Him say a year ago, or five years ago or ten years ago?  Do you know Him better now than you knew Him when you first came to know Him?  Do you have a longing that the Apostle Paul had in Philippians 3:10,  he put it this way, “O that I may know Him, and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being made conformable unto His death.”  In other words, have you comprehended who Jesus really is?  That the Jehovah of the Old Testament is the Jesus of the New?  Jesus said, “If you had known Me you should have known My Father also.  But from now on you know Him. You have seen him.”  Philip said, we don’t understand, how can we see the Father?  Show the Father to us and we’ll be satisfied.  And Jesus said, “Have I been such a long time with you and you still don’t know Me,  Phillip? he that has seen Me hath seen the Father.  And how sayest thou then, show us the Father.”  Now here is Phillip, one of the disciples, who had eaten and walked with Jesus and seen the miracles and heard His wonderful messages and saw His spotless, sinless, perfect life and heard Him pray. He watched Him with compassion as He would meet the needs of others and listened to His teaching about the Father and did not realize that Jesus was as the Scripture says, “Immanuel - God with us”  that Jesus was the God-Man.  Jesus was God manifested in human flesh.  Phillip listened to Him, walked with Him, met with Him, prayed with Him, learned from Him and he should have been becoming more and more like Jesus.  That is God’s whole purpose.  

***The Christian is someone who has the life of God in him:  in whom Christ lives and the Holy Spirit comes to dwell and makes Jesus real in that person and through that person.  So many people profess to know Christ but never, never read their Bible much, never spend much time in prayer and certainly never grow in grace and knowledge of the Lord.  Peter said later in writing I Peter 2:1-3, “Wherefore laying aside all malice, (the ugly things of sin in our life), and all guile, and hypocrisies, and envies, and all evil speakings, As newborn babes desire the sincere milk of the Word that you may grow thereby:” Grow in what way?  Grow to know Him better.  Grow to be more like Him.  Grow to be more mature in all of your decisions, grow in our words and actions, grow more and more usable and effective for Him, that you may grow thereby. By reading, studying, meditating and memorizing the Word of God.  “If so be, he says, ye have tasted that the Lord is gracious.”  If you truly have tasted and seen that the Lord is good and gracious, you have been born again as a new born babe.  Just as a physical babe desires milk, you will desire the milk of the Word of God.  Then you go on to meat, and you will grow and partake and eat of God’s precious Word, reading it daily and letting it become a part of your life in growing in grace and knowledge of Him. “And faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the Word of God.”  That is how we grow.  In fact, in II Corinthians 3:17, 18, it says, “Now the Lord is that Spirit: and where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty.   But we all, with open (unveiled)  face beholding as in a mirror the glory of the Lord,  are changed into the same image from glory to glory, even as by the Spirit of the Lord.” A change takes place in the life of a believer who is really into the word of God.  They become more and more like Jesus.

***Warren Wiersbe put it this way, “When the child of God looks into the Word of God and sees the Son of God, he or she is changed by the Spirit of God into the image of God for the glory of God”.  What a wonderful truth! And that is what happens when you look into the Bible, you are becoming more and more like Jesus as He is reflected into you and then out from you into the lives of those that meet you and walk beside you day by day. Jesus is saying, “Have I been with you such a long time and you still don’t know Me?  He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father.”  How long have you been saved, and how well and how deeply do you know Him now?  “Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus.”  He was full of grace and truth.  If you want to know what god is like, look at Jesus. John tells us in John 1:14 “The Word became flesh and dwelt among us and we beheld His glory, the glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth.” And then in verse 18, “No one hath seen God at any time; the only begotten Son, Who is in the bosom of the Father, He hath declared Him.” When you see Jesus, you see God.  I like what  J. Sidlow Baxter once wrote, “O that I may know Him.  O, I long to know not just a Christ of far gone years ago nor even reigning on a heavenly throne too high and distant to be really known.  I long to know Him closely.  This is how alive and in the ever-pressing now; communicating His all-conquering power.  This living Christ within my heart this hour who now no longer lives from me  apart, but shares His resurrection in my heart.”  

***If we are going to see revival today, there must be a return to Bible emphasis. Revival is often called re-Bible. We must get into the Word of God and on our face before God in prayer and let Him search out our hearts until we come to know Him more intimately, until we are really growing in grace and knowledge of Him and reflect His grace and His truth.  So many of us have bitter spirits, there is very little grace in our life.  You can be doctrinally correct, that is essential, but if you don’t have grace as well as truth in your life (and Jesus was full of grace and truth), then you are missing the whole picture of what a Christian is to be.  Balance is the important thing, full of grace and truth. This brings joy to the heart and to the faith. When a great missionary many years ago, Adoniram Judson, was home on furlough, he passed through a city in Connecticut.   A young boy, playing about the wharf at the time of Judson’s arrival was struck by the man’s appearance.  Never before had he seen such a light on any human face.  He ran up the street to a minister to ask if he knew who this stranger was.  The minister hurried back with him, but became so absorbed in conversation with Judson, the missionary, that he forgot all about the impatient youngster standing near.  Many years afterward, that boy, who could never get away from the influence of that wonderful face, became the famous preacher, Henry Clay Trumbull.  In a book of memoirs he penned a chapter entitled, What A Boy Saw in the Face of Adoniram Judson.  That lighted countenance had changed his life.  Even as flowers thrive, when they bend to the light, so shining, radiant faces come to those who constantly turn toward Christ.  True believers in Christ should radiate the joy of Christ.  It is easy to tell a Christian who is walking close to the Lord and growing in grace and knowledge of Him.  There is joy on their face that can’t be explained in any other way.  And folks that see Christians coming out of churches today will either see the joy of Christ, or the misery of a picky, critical, self-centered life.  Someone has said, there is so much indifference outside the church today, because there is little difference inside!

***May God bring revival to your church, to my church, to Him Church. Re-Bible to the church, Christ awakening, Bible awakening and the joy of the Lord as our strength,  so that we will not be rebuked, when Jesus says, “Have I been so long with you and you still don’t know me?”  Will we know Him in a more intimate and deeper way? Will we feed on His Word, will we fall on our face before Him, as we pray, “Lord, revive me so that Your joy will be my strength.”?  If you want to lead people to heaven, then heaven must be seen on your face.” Remember a heart touched by God’s grace brings joy to the face” Start a new beginning of obedience to God today, that is revival.  Let your Bible come alive again and the light of God’s glory will shine through you.

