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“GOOD ADVICE FROM A GODLY WOMAN”

I would like to bring special greetings this Mother’s Day to each of you.  Especially to all mothers.  May God bless you as you live for His glory and endeavor to be a godly example for your family.  Today, I would like to talk to you on the topic- GOOD ADVICE FROM A GODLY WOMAN.  Now, advice giving is not a very popular vocation.  Someone has written, “Two things in life I’ve had and ample.  Good advice and bad example.”  And it was Lord Chesterfield who said, “Advice is seldom welcomed and those who want it the most usually like it the least.”  But there are some hearty souls out there who have recorded some very interesting little bits of advice and often with pretty keen insight.  Let me list some that I have come across recently.  A good place to find a helping hand is at the end of your arm.  Work is the best thing ever invented for killing time.  The man who is waiting for something to turn up should start with his own shirt sleeves.  Your temper is a valuable possession, don’t lose it.  Before you give people a piece of your mind, make sure that you can get along with what you will have left.  It’s best to learn from the mistakes of others.  You cannot possibly live long enough to make them all by yourself.  Whenever you meet temptation, be sure to turn to the right.

Now these are interesting and maybe even helpful, but they do not compare to the advice of a godly woman, found in the Gospel of John 2:5.  Here we have the story of Jesus turning the water into wine at a wedding feast.  Let me read part of this passage.  Verse 1 – and there was a marriage in Canaan of Galilee and the mother of Jesus was there and both Jesus was called and his disciples to the marriage.  And when they wanted wine, the mother of Jesus saith unto them-We have no wine!  Jesus saith unto her, Woman, what have I to do with thee.  Mine hour is not yet come.  His mother saith unto the servant, And here is this very special bit of advice.  We read again, “His mother saith unto the servant, Whatsoever he saith unto to you do it.”  Now Jesus’ mother was Mary, a special woman.  She was chosen of God to bring the physical body of God’s Son, the Lord Jesus, into the world.  She was a holy, godly woman.  When she speaks, she deserves special attention.  Mary, the mother of Jesus, spoke to the servants that were there, giving them some very good advice.  I wish that every mother would give this advice to their children.  I wish that every believer would give this advice to all that he comes in contact with.  What did she say?  She said two significant things – First, “Listen to Jesus”.  For the scripture read: Whatsoever he saith unto you, So we need to listen to Christ to find out what Jesus has said and not ignore him, but listen to what he says.  There are millions of people who have never taken the advice of this godly woman.  They may live in this country where there are Bibles, churches, radio and television programs, but they live ignoring Christ and His Word.  Some even traveled to far-off countries in a vain search for inner peace.  Seeking out some holy men somewhere.  But what other holy man was born of a virgin.  What other holy man had heavenly angels announcing His birth.  What other man lived a sinless life, and had the God of heaven speak saying—This is my beloved Son, hear ye him.  What other man died on a cross for the sins of the whole world.  What other man arose from the dead and was seen by hundreds of people for 40 days and ascended up into heaven and is seated today at the right-hand of God, the place of honor and the place of power.  Friends, you would be wise to take the advice of Mary, the mother of Jesus, and seriously consider his Words.  Then secondly, she said, Do it.  Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.  The servants at that wedding listened and obeyed the voice of Jesus and found that a miracle took place.  You remember Jesus said that they were to fill the pots with water and then bear to the Governor of the feast.  As they did so, the water turned into wine.  Verse 11 says: This beginning of miracles did Jesus in Canaan of Galilee and manifested forth his glory and his disciples believed on him.  Jesus had a purpose in all that he did.  It was not just to please some people there, but to show forth his glory, his heavenly person, his heavenly power.  So that people would come and believe on him.

Let me give you a few examples today of what Jesus said and what it can mean to you from the scriptures.  First Jesus said, Come to me.  In Matt. 11:28, Jesus said come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden and I will give you rest.  Jesus here is not addressing this to the high and mighty of the land, although they can come too.  But he is inviting the poor, the downtrodden, the broken, the sin weary person to come to him.  Come unto me all ye that labour and are heavy laden.  Christ invites all people to come.  The down cast, the outcast and he promises peace to all those who will come.  Jesus invites you today to come to him.  No matter who you are or what great burdens or guilt and regret that you might have.  Jesus invites you to come to him and be whole.  Come to him and be forgiven.  Come to him and find peace.  Peace with God, peace of heart and peace of mind.  Are you going to keep on ignoring him and continue in a fruitless and unending search elsewhere for the peace that only Christ can give.  God’s Word says that seeking for peace and forgiveness of sins elsewhere than with the true God is like putting water into broken cisterns.  It is soon gone and there is nothing left but emptiness.  Take the advice of Mary, the mother of Jesus and believe the words of Jesus and come and receive him into your heart and life.  Do it.  That is—respond now.  Ask Christ to give you and make you his eternal child.  Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.  Some people have heard Jesus’ Words but have turned from them in scoffing and unbelief and go out into a dark and lost eternity.  Others hear and know that they need to make that commitment and keep putting it off.  Saying – just a little later.   I’m not quite ready.  And they may find that they have waited too long.  The advice of Mary is do it.  Do it now while there is time, before it is too late.  There has never been a person who – 5 minutes after he died ever regretted receiving Christ while he was alive.  I trust today that you will heed the advice of Mary, this godly woman and turn to Jesus now in repentance and faith and know the joy of eternal forgiveness.

Then Jesus says, secondly, follow me.  In Matt. 4:19, he spoke to Peter and to his brother Andrew saying, Follow me and I will make you to become fishers of men.  To follow Christ means to desire to be with him.  To get to know him.  To learn all that he wants to teach us about God.  This is discipleship.  Someone has said, You get to know a man by listening to his words.  And you get to know God the same way – by listening to His Word.  Discipleship is making a commitment to learn of Christ and to follow him.  John the Baptist had two disciples when they one day met Christ.  John declared Christ to be the Lamb of God, and the two disciples then turned, left John and began following Christ.  The story is recorded in John 1:35 in these words.  The next day, John and two of his disciples stood and seeing Jesus as he walked he saith—Behold the Lamb of God.  And the two disciples heard him speak and they followed Jesus.  Then Jesus turned and saith unto them.  What seek ye.  They say unto him, Rabbi, being interpreted Master—Where dwellest thou.  He saith, Come and see.  They came and saw where he dwelt and abode with him that day.  Here is discipleship.  In calling Jesus, Rabbi, or Master, these two men were really saying—we want you to teach us.  We want to listen to you.  Will you be our teacher?  And in abiding with him, they were giving notice of their commitment to follow him.  Many people receive Christ as Saviour, but never move on to discipleship.  They have invited Christ to ride along with them as it were, while they drive.  But they have never invited him to take the wheel and to go where he wants them to go.  That takes commitment.  But the promise to make us into the image of God, to make us as we ought to be is not just given to anyone.  But to those who follow him or are disciples.  For Jesus said, Follow me and I will make you.  The church today is filled with believers, but with few disciples.  We need far more people who are willing to let Christ make them.  Much has been said about the self-made man.  People who have overcome obstacles and have reached fame and fortune thereby.  There can be a world of difference between the two.  The self-made man could be egotistical, proud, often ruthless and uncaring, crushing others in the drive to get to the top.  The Christ-man on the other hand is totally different.  He lives in the words of Galatians 5:22—But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, meekness, temperance or self-control, against such there is no law.  Those who follow Christ soon begin display these fruits of Christ’s character.  The wonder is that God is love and mercy and He is willing to come into our puny human lives.  He’s willing to take on the task of our sinfulness, our selfishness, our warped and fallen human nature.  And gently by his Holy Spirit, work in us the miracle that changes us from sinners into saints and sons of the living God.  The Christian Digest has written the following: ”Longfellow could take a worthless sheet of paper, write a poem on it and make it worth $6,000.  That’s genius.  Rockefeller could sign his name on a piece of paper and make it worth a million dollars.  That’s capital.  The Treasury can take paper, stamp an image on it and make it worth 100, 200—that’s money.  A mechanic can take material worth $20 and make it $150.  That’s skill.  An artist can take $2.00 worth of canvas and paint a picture on it and make it worth $2,000.  That’s art.  But God can take a worthless, sinful life—wash it in the blood of Jesus Christ, put His Holy Spirit within and make it a blessing to all humanity.  That’s a miracle.”  Friends, that’s the miracle that this old world needs to see and more and more.  It needs to see the example of godly men and women, filled with the Spirit of God, showing forth the love and joy and peace and the longsuffering, the gentleness, the mother of Jesus and listen to Jesus calling us to Himself.  And then to follow him.  Whatsoever he saith unto you, do it.  Will you begin today.  Open your heart to Christ.  Right now.  And determine to follow him all the days of your life.  May God bless you as you do.


