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God’s Great Day 
We are examining the highlights of God's handiwork in creation and in his dealings with mankind. Thus far, we have discussed His day of Creation and His day of Revelation. God’s Great day of Creation encompassed his original creation of the universe and the race of spirit beings called angels. It encompassed His recreation of this Earth as described in Genesis chapters one and two, “when He brought into being all forms of life that exists, including Man, the creation of Adam and Eve was the climax of God, Day of Creation.
It was an unprecedented act that only a divine and omnipotent God could perform.
He molded man's form from the dust of the Earth into the likeness of his own image.
Breathed into man’s nostrils the breath of life.
A man became not a superior species of animal, but a living soul. God’s Great Day of Revelation included much more than the revelation of Himself through his supernatural work of creation. He revealed himself visibly and audibly to Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden.
[bookmark: _Int_3hANZY0j]He spoke audibly with Cane and Noah, and Abraham, and Isaac, and Jacob, and Moses and Joshua, and later with the Old Testament prophets.  The greatest Old Testament, visible and audible revelation of himself was when he descended on the top of Mount Sinai In the sight of the entire camp of the Israelites, and then spoke with Moses face to face and wrote with his own finger on two tablets of stone.
The 10 Commandments, which remained the foundation on which systems of jurisprudence have been based ever since. But the climax of God's Great Day of Revelation was when he came into this world in the person of his son, Jesus Christ. That Christ lived on this earth is a fact of history that he was as he said, the only begotten son of God, is equally irrefutable. He was the undeniable revelation of God Incarnate In human flesh. “He that has seen me has seen the father” was his clear and unequivocal affirmation. No one can intelligently deny the existence and nature of the eternal self-existent God, as long as the revelation of himself in the person of Christ remains a fact of history.
We come now to a consideration of God’s third great day, which is described in the scriptures as God’s Day of Grace. The word grace means free, unmerited favor. Grace can be neither purchased nor merited. You could not buy the favor or mercy or blessing of God if you possessed all the money in the world. If you lived the most noble, upright exemplary life, it is not possible for anyone to leave. It would not earn for you one jot or tittle of God's grace for Grace is not only free but unmerited favor. The first reference to God's grace in the Bible is in Genesis six and eight, where after describing the universal corruption and violence of society in Noah’s Day, God's decision to destroy mankind from off the face of the earth by universal flood, we read “but Noah found grace in the eyes of the Lord.”
Why God picked Noah to be the recipient of His grace, we can neither know nor understand. You might say Noah was a good man. He didn't go along with the immorality and violence and corruption of his day, why he was even called a “preacher of righteousness.” All true. But that isn't why God extended grace to Noah, as Paul says in Romans 4 and four, “Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.” God wasn't paying a debt he owed Noah because he lived righteously. Grace is free, unmerited favor. God’s amazing Grace has its origin in his immeasurable love for mankind, His desire to save man from the curse and consequences of sin and restore him to perfect and eternal fellowship with Himself.
That is why the scriptures say of the salvation by grace, that “God, who is rich in mercy, for his great love wherewith he loved us, even when we were dead in sins, hath quickened us together with Christ, (by grace ye are saved); and hath raised us up together, and made us sit together in heavenly places in Christ Jesus: That in the ages to come he might show the exceeding riches of his grace in his kindness toward us through Christ Jesus. For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. There are two important things we should understand about the grace of God as it applies to our present day and age. One is the Gospel of grace and the other the age of grace.
Now the term Gospel means Good News. A number of different gospels are mentioned in the scriptures. There is the Gospel of God that is the Good News about God and his love for mankind. There is the Gospel of Christ—the good news about Christ, who he was, why came, why he died and rose again, what he has done to open the door of salvation to all who will believe Him and trust Him and receive Him as their Saviour.
Then there is the gospel of the Kingdom that is the good news about the earthly millennial Kingdom of heaven that Christ will establish when he returns to take over the management of this earth and reign in righteousness as King of Kings and Lord of Lords. The gospel of the kingdom was the good news Christ preached during his earthly ministry. Many of his parables began with the words the “Kingdom of heaven is like unto” this or “like unto that.” The Gospel of the Kingdom was preached not to humanity at large, but to God's people Israel, who will be the subjects of his coming Kingdom of heaven on Earth.
Finally, we come to the Gospel of the Grace of God. That is the greatest gospel of all. It is the good news that redemption and forgiveness is now available to all mankind in the person of Jesus Christ. The Gospel of God's grace is the gospel for this present age. It is the most important good news ever to fall on human ears.
The Gospel or good news of God's Amazing Grace, eternal salvation, fallen free, without money and without price for all who will believe and receive Christ as their personal Saviour, whether they be Jews or Gentiles, rich or poor, young or old, bond or free. The Gospel of grace was not revealed until after Christ’s death and Resurrection and Ascension back to heaven.
It was unknown to the church born at Pentecost - that first church was a Kingdom church. Its gospel was preached only to the Jews. The heart of his message was that Christ had indeed been their promised Messiah. That fact had been confirmed by his bodily resurrection from the dead. If they would now believe and acknowledge him as their Messiah, He would return and establish His Promised Kingdom of heaven on Earth and deliver them from the yoke of the Roman Empire and restore the glory they had known in the days of King David and Solomon.
Thousands of individual Jews responded, and the Kingdom church flourished. Thousands of individual Jews were saved. But as a people, his rare collectively did not believe their religious leaders bitterly persecuted the apostles. They stoned Stephen to death. They imprisoned Peter and John. They killed James, the brother of John. A bitter persecution was led by a young Jew named Saul, of Tarsus. Who the record says, breathing out threatenings and slaughters, “he made havoc of the church entering into every house, and hailing men and women committed them to prison.” But God moves in a mysterious way, his wonders to perform. He miraculously converted Saul of faith in Jesus Christ as he journeyed to Damascus. Read the account for yourself in acts Chapter 9.
It marked one of the great turning points in human history. Shortly after his miraculous conversion, God directed Saul into the desert of Arabia and there by divine revelation committed to him the Glorious Gospel of grace, and commissioned him to preach it, not only to the Jews, but to the entire Gentile world as well. Paul speaks of that experience in Galatians 1:11 and 12.
In these words, “But I certify you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached of me is not after man. For I neither received it of man, neither was I taught it, but by the revelation of Jesus Christ.”
And again in Ephesians 3 speaking to Gentiles, he says “f ye have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which is given me to you-ward: How that by revelation he made known unto me the mystery; (as I wrote afore in few words, Whereby, when ye read, ye may understand my knowledge in the mystery of Christ) Which in other ages was not made known unto the sons of men, as it is now revealed unto his holy apostles and prophets by the Spirit; That the Gentiles should be fellow heirs, and of the same body, and partakers of his promise in Christ by the gospel: Whereof I was made a minister, according to the gift of the grace of God given unto me by the effectual working of his power. Unto me, who am less than the least of all saints, is this grace given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of Christ;
 Paul in his sermons and epistles, expresses the central theme of the Gospel of grace in these words - “through this man, (that is, Jesus Christ) is preached unto you the forgiveness of sins, and by Him all that believe are justified from all things from which he could not be justified by the law of Moses. Or by grace are you saved through faith and that not of yourselves?
It is the gift of God, not of works, lest any man should boast.” That glorious gospel of grace which Paul received by divine revelation and henceforth preached, soon caused controversy with the Jewish Saints of the Kingdom church, headquartered at Jerusalem, who held that believers in Christ must also be circumcised and observe certain traditions of the law of Moses, to be saved. Acts 15 records a conference of the church held in Jerusalem and attended by Barnabas and Paul to iron out the disagreement that had arisen. Now, more about the age of grace in which we are privileged to be living today. The age of grace and on the Church of Grace began not at Pentecost, but as we have seen with God, revelation of the Gospel of Grace to Paul shortly after his miraculous conversion on the road to Damascus, the age or dispensation of grace will continue until Christ appears and removes his church from this earth in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, as described in first Thessalonians, 4:16,17 and 1st Corinthians 15:51 and 52. God’s specific instructions for the Christian Church, and for Christians, individually and collectively, who have believed and responded to the Gospel of grace and through faith in Christ are being spiritually reborn into the household and family of God, are not found in the Old Testament or in the four Gospels, but in the epistles of the apostle Paul, which are addressed specifically to those who are members of Christ’s Universal church through having responded to the Gospel of God’s amazing Grace. That gospel of grace says the gospel we tried to make clear week by week through these national broadcasts.
Specifically, there are five things we want to help you understand.
1. All have sinned and because of sin are alienated from God on under condemnation - that includes you.
2. There isn't anything you can do to save or help save yourself from that condemnation.
3. [bookmark: _Int_pZqpERDK]Jesus Christ, through his death and resurrection has done everything necessary to enable you to be forgiven and restored to eternal fellowship with God. He died as your substitute sin bearer, so that you could go free. He shed his divine blood to atone for all your sins. Now He asks you to accept the salvation He purchased for you at the price of His own life. 
4. You personally must take the step of accepting what Christ offers you by turning from your old life of sin and by faith receiving Him into your life as your personal Saviour. He is still waiting in love for you to invite him to come in. if you will, bow your head and tell Him so in your own words as our invitation hymn is sung.
5. And finally, if you receive Him into your life as your Saviour, He wants you to know that you have God's forgiveness and the priceless gift of eternal life.
The Scriptures say “He, that hath the son of God, have life. These things have I written unto you that believe on the name of the son of God. That ye may know that ye have everlasting life.”
May God bless you.

