Audio file
Roots 1 -  Manning.wav

Transcript
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. In the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth. All things were made by Him. And without Him was not anything made that was made. God said. Let us make man in our Own image after our likeness. So, God created man in His Own image and the image of God created He him. Male and female created He them. And the Lord God formed Man of the dust of the ground and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life, and man became a living soul. 
There are three basic questions to which every intelligent person must give attention. Where did I come from? Why am I here? Where am I going? The new series of talks we begin today, will help you address the first of these three questions. I've entitled the series Roots. That's a word heard frequently today. An increasing number of people seem interested in tracing their ancestry and going back to their roots, finding out where they came from. Organizations are springing up to help adopted children find their natural parents. Pressures are building to have laws changed to give adoptees access to confidential records about their family history. All these things underscored are an instinctive desire to discover the roots from whence we came. This curiosity about where we came from is one of two unique human characteristics, which set mankind apart from the animal Kingdom. The other is man's inherent inclination to worship. It is significant that the most intelligent of animals never exhibits any such inclination. While the most primitive of men does. People who've never heard of the Bible or of the one true God invariably worshipped something. Some worship the sun or nature, or an idol built with their own hands. But the fact is they are prone to worship something. A characteristic animals do not possess. 
Why is this so? The most rational explanation is that man is a distinct species in his own right. He did not evolve from animal life, but is, as the Bible says, a created being made in the image and likeness of God, and imbued with the God-consciousness that animals do not possess. Possessing a God consciousness, man instinctively worship. This fundamental distinction between humans and animals is one of the great fixed gulfs that evolution cannot explain. And the evolutionists cannot cross. It is a fact of life that confirms the genesis of counter creation and the inerrancy of the inspired scriptures. It is the uniqueness of man's origin that likewise is responsible for his inherent desire to discover more about his roots and whence he came. These are matters I want to discuss in this series of talks. 
But I thought today, since we're giving this series to commemorate the Diamond Jubilee year of this broadcast ministry that might be of interest, especially the new listeners, if I gave you some information about its origin or if you like its “roots”. 
In the early 1920s, Mr. William Aberhart of Calgary, a high school principal and gifted Bible teacher who later became premier of Alberta, incorporated an adult Bible study organization called the Calgary Prophetic Bible Conference, which met each Sunday afternoon for systematic Bible study, with particular attention to the prophetic script. 
The conference attracted many people interested in gaining a practical knowledge of the Bible elegantly to their daily lives. Mr. Eberhart was among the first to recognize the potential of radio for reaching people with the Gospel and encouraging them to read and study the scriptures for themselves. 
Consequently, in September 1925, he began broadcasting the conference sessions on one of Calgary's pioneer stations and thus was born the Broadcast Ministry, now known as Canada's National Bible Hour. I was one of many led to Christ through the broadcast shortly after it went on the air. In 1927, Mr. Eberhart founded the Calgary Prophetic Bible Institute. And I was among the first students to enroll. Upon graduating three years later, I became an assistant to Mr. Eberhart in the Institute and Broadcast Ministry. Upon his death in 1943, I became president of the Institute, and in 1948, I assumed responsibility for the broadcast as its director. In that year, the broadcast to other stations in Western Canada and later to Ontario and the Atlantic.
 In 1951, the ministry was moved to Edmonton and renamed “Canada's National Back to the Bible Hour” and later, shortened to “Canada's National Bible Hour”. My wife Muriel became the pianist for the broadcast at the young age of 15. We were married in 1936 and since 1948 she has been responsible for arranging and directing the music, heard each week. Our vocal and instrumental artists are a dedicated group of men and women who give generously of their time and talents without material compensation. They have brought many hours of enjoyment and inspiration to thousands of homes throughout Canada. We owe them a debt of gratitude we cannot repay here, but someday it will be repaid in the currency of heaven. The entire ministry is under a 7-member Board of Management, of which Mr. August Kennedy is chairman. The format of the broadcast has undergone changes over the years. 
When it started in 1925, the program was two hours in length and had a live audience and was recorded live in a theater auditorium. In those days, radio stations carried no commercial advertising on Sundays. So broadcast time was readily available at low rates for religious services. Sundays became more and more commercialized. Our time was cut to 1 1/2 hours and then to one hour. When we moved the broadcast to Edmonton, the weekly one Hour program is recorded from a downtown theater auditorium with live audience participation. Gradually it became impossible to obtain a one hour period on many stations, at times suitable to a radio audience. So reluctantly, we shortened the program to 1/2 hour. This made audience participation impractical. So we went to composite production. 
[bookmark: _Int_pASc7KpB]We built up a library of prerecorded, both the numbers for each program. I record the introduction and the message in my study at home. Mr. Kennedy adds his comments and then a master tape of the entire program is composed at the studio of Kennedy Recordings in Edmond. The master tape then goes to CC Rymer advertising agency in Winnipeg – A  Christian firm which handles our radio contracts and prepares and distributes a copy of the master tape to each station each week. This is Jackie Wagstaff, our dedicated executive secretary who is in charge of the office and Radio car spot. The broadcast is non-denominational and is strictly a work of faith. It is not sponsored or underwritten by any church or other organization. We do not beg for money, nor go into debt. The number of stations used is governed by the amount of financial support God lays on the hearts of listeners to supply. Our position and goals have not changed over all the years. God has permitted us to carry on. We believe the entire Bible to be the verbally inspired, divinely preserved inerrant, and infallible Word of God. Our aim is to make the Gospel clear to all who will listen. And urge them to respond by receiving the sovereign Lord of their lives. 
Each passing year has confirmed our conviction - that an individual's personal relationship with the resurrected Christ is the most important issue in life. We're continually encouraged by the men who tell us this Broadcast has made them realize what it means to become a Christian in the Bible meaning of the term. We're grateful to you, whose interests, prayers, and financial help have made this unique ministry possible for 60 consecutive years. With gratitude to God for His guidance and preservation, we invite you to join in making our 60th anniversary year a renewal for ourselves and for our nation. I hope this resume of the roots from which the broadcast grew has been of interest. That if history is of interest, how much more so is the biblical account of the origin and roots of the human race? Not surprisingly, the Scriptures first described the circumstances which preceded and the environment that prevailed at the time man came on the World Scene. In the beginning, the record says God created the heaven and the Earth. Men have written thousands of books expounding their theories as to how the universe came into being. God used only 10 words. Men engage in endless debate as to the age of the universe. God gives no date. He simply states that He created the heaven and earth in the beginning.  
The Scriptures confirmed that prior to that act of Creation, God alone existed. John1:1, referring to God by His name “The Word” says in the beginning was the Word. Project your imagination back to the countless eons of time, to the beginning of beginnings, and God is there. He alone had no beginning because He always was and everything else was made by Him or without Him was not anything made that was made. 
How long ago had God created the heaven and the earth? No one knows differ by millions of years. They agree on one personal fact. This earth is very, very old. Defenders of the Genesis record sometimes say the Bible indicates the earth is only about 6000 years old. It indicates nothing of the kind. In fact, what it reveals about the Earth makes clear that the Earth is very old, certainly old enough to account for all the geological ages scientific research has established. 
Look now at Genesis one and two. And the earth was without form and void, and darkness was upon the face of the deep. Certainly this is not the perfect earth is originally designed by the architect of the universe, who doeth all things well. Genesis 1:1 describes the original perfect earth as God created it. Genesis 1:2 describes that Earth after something destroyed its original perfection and left it an empty void without form and enveloped in perpetual darkness. God willing, will explore what went wrong in our next door. But from what we have seen thus far, certain facts emerge. One - in the beginning, God created the heaven and the earth. How long ago we do not know. Two - something happened to change the original perfect Earth into a planet of waste and void, covered with water and enveloped in darkness. Three, how long the earth remained in its original perfect state and how long it remained in a state of chaos described in Genesis one and two, we do not know. But we do know that a day came when God reconstructed the earth into an idyllic paradise to be the abode of a race of living beings, made in His Own image and fashioned after His likeness. How all this came about will be the subject of this series of talks. I hope you'll join us each week and invite others to listen also. As we close the day, I direct your attention to another statement concerning God, the eternal Word. John 1:14 says the Word was made flesh and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory. Glory as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth. That's who Jesus Christ was. God Incarnate in human flesh. Why did He come to this earth? Came to bear the penalty of your sin in His Own body on the cross. That you might be forgiven and freed from the curse of sin and restore to eternal fellowship with God. Have you availed yourself of what He did for you? Have you received Him as your personal savior? Without Him, you face a hopeless and lost eternity. Receive Him and you have His assurance of forgiveness and the priceless gift of eternal life.
Am I am reminded of Mr. Manning's question today. Have you received Jesus Christ as your personal savior? This is the most important question we will answer in our lifetime. Let me ask what is your response. We would appreciate hearing from you and remember to request the booklet Rapture and return. Our addresses, Canada's national Bible Hour Box 1210, St. Catherines, Ontario L2R7A7 until next week. At the same time, may the Lord richly bless you.

