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Today we are continuing our study of the book of Isaiah.  The last time we looked at Isaiah chapters two and eleven, learning about the fulfillment of God’s promises to Israel that one day there would be a return of the Messiah and the establishment of His kingdom.  It will be an era of peace and prosperity on earth that will last for a thousand years.

Today we will continue with chapter two, verse five, where we read: “O house of Jacob, come and let us walk in the light of the Lord.”  This is a powerful plea from the heart of God Himself, who is able to bring to pass the blessings described in the first four verses of this chapter.  But then, immediately after this, the next verse goes back to pronouncing the judgment of God on Judah.  The reason for this is that Isaiah knows the heart of his people, and that they have totally rejected the Lord.  Instead of depending on the Lord for their welfare, they have turned to the heathen gods and political alliances with other nations.  Instead of prosperity and blessing, God has no choice but to judge them.

The verses that follow are packed with the ways God was going to judge Judah.  They had completely forsaken Him, and so we see a long portion of God’s denunciation of the people for their wickedness, sin, pride and idolatry.  This concept continues all the way over to chapter four, verse one.  Because of this, we will only hit the highlights of the remainder of chapter two and chapter three.

The remainder of chapter two gives us an overview of the reasons why the Lord was going to pour out His judgment on Judah. Let me give you an abbreviated list of some of them.  They had turned from trusting the Lord to witchcraft.  They were worshipping all the idols of the heathen nations surrounding them.  They had become so proud, and God hates pride more than many other sins.  Because of these and other sins, the judgment God would bring upon them would cause them to flee to caves in the mountains.  This is quite an indictment that God declared against His people.

The first five verses of chapter three give us an indication of one-way God takes a nation down that has turned away from Him.  “For behold, the Lord, the LORD of hosts, takes away from Jerusalem and from Judah the stock and the store. The whole supply of bread and the whole supply of water; the mighty man and the man of war, the judge and the prophet, and the diviner and the elder; the captain of the fifty and the honorable man, the counselor and the skillful artisan, and the expert enchanter.  I will give children to be their princes, and babes shall rule over them.  The people will be oppressed, everyone by another and every one by his neighbor; the child shall be insolent toward the elder, and the base toward the honorable.”   

To give you a summary of these verses is to point out the way God often takes a nation down is by removing their food and water supply.  Then He removes their spiritual leadership and quality leadership.  Their leadership is led by those who act like little children, always wanting something for themselves, and thereby totally neglecting the real needs of the people.  Finally, in this section, we are told their children reject all authority and run wild.

If you study history, you will find that this is exactly what God has done throughout the ages to nation after nation.  Without becoming political, I would like to suggest that these very same things are going on in the countries of the Western hemisphere.  Where is the strong leadership both spiritually and politically?  We hear a whole lot of promises, but very few are fulfilled.  We see a very sharp turning away from the Lord.  Then when we see the way our nation and young people have turned away from authority, seeking only what they want.  Are we as a nation going the same way that Judah did?  Will God continue to bless us, when He took Judah down in defeat for doing exactly what we are doing today?      

In verses eight and nine of our chapter we read: “For Jerusalem stumbled, and Judah is fallen, because their tongue and their doings are against the LORD, to provoke the eyes of His glory.  The look on their countenance witnesses against them, and they declare their sin as Sodom; they do not hide it.  Woe to their soul!  For they have brought evil upon themselves.”

God gives us the reason for the coming desolation of Judah. Everything the nation said and did was against God who had been so merciful to them.  They so defied God, that their sin was no longer hidden.  They were open about their sin and proud of it, just like Sodom.  Therefore, they had brought the coming disaster upon themselves.  The word “woe” is used twenty-two times in Isaiah and is always used as a threat of something terrible that is about to occur.

Again, in the midst of this strong indictment of a nation because of their sins, God offers a bit of grace in verse ten.  He promises that the righteous need not fear when His judgment falls, for they will be rewarded for their deeds, while the wicked will be punished for their deeds.  So often Christians feel it seems like the wicked are the ones who get everything.  However, we must remember God is just and fair.  They will have their pay day someday.

Beginning with verse sixteen of Isaiah three, the prophet speaks of God’s judgment on the women of Zion.  He denounces them for their pride, their wantonness and the fact that they have total forgotten God.  The prophet is describing their pride by describing what they wear.  They only look to their personal adornment for pleasure, instead of looking to spiritual blessing, which God is only so ready to pour out on them. In this passage Isaiah declares a day is coming when God will bring to nothing the pride of these “daughter of Zion.  At that time all their beautiful ornaments will disappear, and in place of them will only be that which is unattractive and loathsome.  

This will come to pass at a time of war, when men will fall by the sword, and the women will be left all alone.  At this point we have a chapter break which should not be there.  A lot of commentators put this verse into chapter four, claiming it speaks of a future day.  The context indicates it will be as the result of the coming war, there will be a great shortage of men, because many will die in the battles.  These women who are left after the war is over will be ever so lonely, with no one to meet their needs and take away the reproach they faced in the society of that day.  Many women will latch on to any man they can “capture.”  

Beginning with chapter four, verse two we have an interlude from judgment just as we saw in chapters two and eleven.  “In that day the Branch of the LORD shall be beautiful and glorious; and the fruit of the earth shall be excellent and appealing for those of Israel who have escaped.  And it shall come to pass that he who is left in Zion and he who remains in Jerusalem will be called holy – everyone who is recorded among the living in Jerusalem.  When the LORD has washed away the filth of the daughters of Zion, and purged the blood of Jerusalem from her midst, by the spirit of judgment and by the spirit of burning, then the LORD will create above every dwelling place of Mount Zion, and above her assemblies, a cloud and smoke by day and the shining of a flaming fire by night.  For over all the glory will be a covering.  And there will be a tabernacle for shade in the daytime from the heat, for a place of refuge, and for a shelter from storm and rain.”

At a first glance, this passage might appear to refer to the time when the Jewish people returned from the seventy-year Babylonian captivity.  However, when you research the passage, this cannot be the case.   First of all, the phrase “in that day” gives us a little clue.  It is a phrase often used in the Bible to refer to a time period following the rapture of the church.

The next thing we should note is the phrase “the Branch of the LORD.”  Some feel this is referring to agricultural blessings following the return from captivity.  Let me read for you a passage from Jeremiah that will show us who this Branch is.  “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, that I will raise to David a Branch of righteousness; a King shall reign and prosper, and execute judgment and righteousness in the earth.  In His days Judah will be saved, and Israel will dwell safely; now His name by which He will be called: THE LORD OUR RIGHTEOUSNESS.”  This passage clarifies for us that the Branch is none other than Christ. 

To go a little more in detail, our passage in Isaiah also tells us these people will be holy.  The sins of the people will have been purged.  Then there will also be a covering over the people for protection, as a cloud by day and a pillar of fire by night.  This is the same thing that was over the tabernacle in the wilderness in the days of Moses.  It signified the presence of the LORD among the people.

So, our conclusion must be that the passage in Isaiah four is not referring to the time when the Jewish people returned from the Babylonian captivity, but to a future day when Christ will return to the earth, set up His kingdom, and rule for a thousand years.  We can also note that in the areas we have studied, in chapters two, eleven, and now four, we have a break from the coming judgment of God.  We can actually look forward to a time when our Lord will return, redeem the remnant of Israel who will make it through the tribulation period, and enter His glorious kingdom.

What God has in store for His people in the future is greatly clarified by the prophet Ezekiel in chapter eleven, verses fourteen through twenty-one.  “Again, the word of the LORD came to me, saying, Son of man, your brethren, your relatives, your kinsmen, and all the house of Israel in its entirety, are those about whom the inhabitants of Jerusalem have said, get far away from the LORD, this land has been given to us as a possession.  Therefore say, thus says the Lord GOD: Although I have cast them far off among the Gentiles, and although I have scattered them among the countries, yet I shall be a little sanctuary for them in the countries where they have gone.  Therefore say, thus says the Lord God; I will gather you from the peoples, assemble you from the countries where you have been scattered, and I will give you the land of Israel.  And they will go there, and they will take away all its detestable things and all its abominations from there.  Then I will give them one heart, and I will put a new spirit within them, and take the stony heart out of their flesh, and give them a new heart of flesh, that they may walk in My statutes and keep My judgments and do them; and they shall be My people, and I will be their God.  But as for those whose hearts walk after the heart of their detestable things and their abominations, I will recompense their deeds on their own heads, says the Lord GOD.”

Now that we have looked at Isaiah, chapters two, four and eleven, and we have noted the passage in Jeremiah, please allow me a few moments to attempt to tie them all together.  In the days of Isaiah, the inhabitants of Judah had completely turned away from God who had so richly blessed them.  As part of His covenant with them, God said if they did that, He would judge them.  The book of Deuteronomy gives us the exact degrees of punishment God would bring on them for their disobedience.  The final judgment was that they would lose their land and be scattered abroad throughout the nations of the world.  After the Babylonian captivity of seventy years, a remnant did return to the land and for a time God did bless them.  Finally, when they rejected their Messiah, Jesus Christ, God judged them once again.  This time they were not taken captive by one nation, but as was promised, they were scattered throughout the earth.

We have seen, though that God would bring them back once more, after some terrible times during the tribulation.  Then one day, He will remove their stony heart, and they will be His people, and He will be their God.  Then the Lord will return and establish the kingdom, with Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords.  I am convinced that we are seeing the beginning of that return today.  When I was born, there were 30,000 Jewish people in their homeland.  Today, there are nearly seven million Jewish people living in Israel, which is over fifty percent of the Jewish people in the world.  If that is not a return, I do not know what it is.  My friend, that could very well mean that the coming of the Lord could be very soon.

One last word before I leave you.  In the last verse we read from Ezekiel eleven, God says He will recompense those whose hearts will not change.  That recompense or judgment is a final one.  There will be no more grace and forgiveness.  It is over!  The judgment is the lake of fire.  Before that judgment falls, your stony heart must be changed.  The only way that can be done is for you to place you trust in that Savior who was rejected and sent to Calvary, whereby His death He paid the price for your sins that you cannot pay.  I plead with you to trust Him now before that final judgment falls.  
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