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CHRISTMAS – Galatians 4:4

“Let every heart prepare Him room, And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n and nature sing, And heav’n, and heav’n and nature sing.” This is how the hymn writer Isaac Watts expressed his feelings for Christmas.  Believers everywhere celebrate the blessed season with songs, joyful songs of hope and peace, songs of God’s love for mankind, and of Christ, the Savior’s birth.  This is a happy season and I wish for each of you listening today the warmth and happiness that knowing the Christ of Bethlehem brings.  

On this Christmas Sunday, I turn to the Book of Galatians for God’s view of Christmas and I hope it will help prepare us to worship and experience God’s best during this blessed season.  In Galatians 4:4 I read, “But when the fullness of time was come, God sent forth His Son, made of a woman, made under the law, to redeem them that were under the law, that we might receive the adoption of sons.”  In this verse, we see the truth that will dispense the tinsel and trappings that captivate so many at this Christmas season.  What is Christmas really about?  What is the basis for the happiness and joy, that this season is supposed to bring?  The Apostle Paul writing by inspiration of God’s Holy Spirit grasps the true essence of the Christmas season when he writes to the Galatian Church “When the fullness of time was come God sent forth His Son.”  
The first thing we see here is that Christmas was God’s idea it was planned by God it took place according to His plan. When time was full or complete that means at just the right moment. Christmas was planned of God and it took place right on time.  We see then that God was in charge, Christmas speaks of the sovereignty of God.  God had a plan for the world and He worked out that plan according to His own Will, He sent Christ into the world at just the right moment.  Israel had waited long for their promised Messiah. They had plenty of time to realize their own helplessness to overcome their sin.  All of their religious rituals ended only in failure to keep God’s laws.  This surely pointed to the need of a Savior.  The time was right theologically, and the time was also right conditionally. Israel was dominated by the great Roman Empire, this created many problems, but it also made many conditions conducive to the spread of the Gospel.  Rome had achieved world peace by its policies of brutality and appeasement; this gave a measure of stability to government.  The scholar, Kenneth Wiest has summed up other conditions of the time when he writes “Roman roads made travel for missionaries easy, the universal use of the Greek language made the speedy propagation of the Gospel possible.  The earth’s stage was all set for the greatest event in the history of the human race, the Incarnation, Sacrificial Death, and bodily Resurrection of God the Son.”  

Then the prophets of Israel had foretold of the Messiah’s death by methods unknown to Israel. In Psalm 22:14, David by God’s Spirit wrote, “I am poured out like water, and all my bones are out of joint: my heart is like wax; it is melted in the midst of my bowels. My strength is dried up like a potsherd; and my tongue cleaveth to my jaws; for dogs have compassed me: the assembly of the wicked have enclosed me: they pierced my hands and my feet.” These and many more prophecies speak of Messiah’s death by crucifixion a thousand years before the time of Christ.  Now crucifixion was not the method of capital punishment of the Jews, but it was of the Romans.  Thus prophecies of Scripture proved absolutely accurate and dependable and were fulfilled in Christ, “…in the fullness of time God sent forth His Son.”  We see then that every detail that was predetermined was fulfilled by a Sovereign God. 

Then to the text talks not only of God’s Sovereignty but it speaks next of Christ’s Divinity.  For it says “…God sent forth His Son.” That little Baby, born in the humble Bethlehem stable and laid in a manger for a cradle, was different from any other child ever born.  The Prophet Isaiah had declared 750 years before Christ’s birth these words “For unto us a Child is born, unto us a Son is given: and the government shall be upon His shoulder: and His Name shall be called Wonderful, Counselor, The Mighty God, The Everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace.” Isaiah spoke of the dual nature of the Messiah. He would be born a Child, but He would also be a Son that was given.  In Christ, both these were fulfilled. Born a Child, Christ was human, but He also was the Son of God, for Scripture declares “God sent forth His Son.”  This is why Christ was so different, human and yet divine. Humanly, He became hungry - as divine He fed 5000 people with a little boy’s lunch.  Humanly, He slept in a boat - as divine He arose and calmed the raging wind and waves of a storm by His words “Peace be still.”  As a man, He died on the Cross - as God He arose the third day triumphantly.  Christ was a Child and a Son, human and divine, man and God.  This is what makes the Birth of Christ so significant. No wonder Angels were excited, no wonder they declared that through this Child, born in a stable, peace would one day come to all the earth, for Bethlehem’s babe was also God the Son, the Prince of Peace.  Paul declares of Christ “…that God was in Christ, reconciling the world unto Himself…” (II Corinthians 5:19).  When we celebrate Christmas we celebrate more than a sentimental story of a little baby being born to a poor family in impoverished circumstances.  We really need to celebrate the coming of God’s Son into this ruined world.  This says that God knows all about us, that He cares for each one of us and He had done something extraordinary, great and wonderful, by His coming.  Christ was the Divine Son of the Living God.

Then thirdly we have in the text Christ’s humanity, for it says made of a woman.  Here is the Christmas story that we know so well.  Mary, a young Jewish girl, was the woman chosen of God to bare the Messiah. Luke 1:30 says, “And the Angel said unto her, Fear not, Mary: for thou hast found favor with God. And, behold, thou shalt conceive in thy womb, and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS.  He shall be great, and shall be called the Son of the Highest: and the Lord God shall give unto Him the throne of His father David: and He shall reign over the House of Jacob forever; and of His Kingdom there shall be no end.”  Verse 35 “The Holy Ghost shall come upon thee, and the power of the Highest shall overshadow thee: therefore also that Holy thing which shall be born of thee shall be called the Son of God.”  We shall probably never understand fully the mystery and holiness of Christ’s birth.

Isaiah the Prophet had declared in Isaiah 7:14, “Behold, a virgin shall conceive, and bare a Son, and shall call His name Immanuel.”  Joseph, the man to whom Mary was engaged to be married, chose not to believe Mary’s story about the child.  In Matthew 1:19 tells us he was minded to put her away privily. This clearly shows that he knew the baby was not his and only after a special revelation from God did he finally believe and take his place in the Christmas story.  Christ was born of a virgin, Angels from God announced His birth, not to the rich and famous of His day, for they weren’t really interested in God and what He was doing, but to Shepherds, lowly men, men who lived close to nature, and who believed in nature’s God.  They heard the Angel’s message in Luke 2, “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, which is Christ the Lord.”  They believed God’s revelation and it says “…they came with haste, and found Mary, and Joseph, and the babe lying in a manger.”  And the shepherds returned glorifying and praising God for all things that they had seen and heard as it was told them concerning this Child. What joy Christmas brought to these men.  
Friends Christmas means more than Santa Claus and decorated trees with gifts. It means that we need to come humbly to Christ, the Son of God, as the shepherds did and see in Him God’s great gift to us.  It means that we believe what God is saying and that we experience a life changing relationship with God that moves the focus of our lives from ourselves to a life of praising and glorifying God as the Shepherds did.

Finally, the text says that God’s Son came to redeem them that were under the law. Here we see design or purpose. God had a purpose in sending Christ. The purpose was not just to be a good example, Christ was that. It was not just to reveal God’s true nature, Jesus surely did that. He said, “He that hath seen Me hath seen the Father” (John 14:9).  In other words. the Father is just like Me: loving, forgiving, caring and so forth.  What an adjustment many people have to make in their concept of God.  The Father of the Old Testament is like the Son of the New Testament.  The real purpose of Christ coming was to redeem mankind, Bethlehem was to be inseparably linked to Calvary, and Revelation 13:8 speaks of Christ as “…the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.”  This means that at the beginning of man’s creation God had Calvary in mind.  The question may be asked, Does man need God’s redemption?  
Some years ago an Evangelist was invited to speak to factory workers in a company canteen. After his message he invited questions. A worker stood up and bluntly said we don’t need religion, we have everything we need here, we are paid well, and the firm provides recreation. We are served food and we don’t even have to do the dishes, why do we need your Gospel?  The Evangelist pointed to a large poster that he had seen on entering and it read “1200 knives and forks have been stolen from this canteen in the past month; those wishing to use the canteen from now on must bring their own cutlery”.  Does man need God’s redemption?  Surely a quick look around at the murders, immorality, pornography, and hatred and war is convincing enough.  Christ came to redeem mankind, redeem means to buy back by paying a price.  Christ paid redemption’s price and gave His life an offering on the Cross for man’s sin.  Peter declared that we are redeemed “…with the precious blood of Christ, as of a Lamb without blemish and without spot.” (I Peter 1:18, 19).  And Paul says that Christ is the one “In whom we have redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins, according to the riches of His grace;” (Ephesians 1:7).  This is what makes Christmas meaningful, it speaks of God who loved man and gave His Son to pay for man’s sin.  
At this Christmas time will you say with the hymn writer “O come to my heart, Lord Jesus, there is room in my heart for Thee”?  May God grant you a blessed Christmas season.

