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   	 We have been studying the fortieth chapter of Isaiah where the Lord promised comfort to the Jewish people who were in exile during the Babylonian captivity.  In actuality, that comfort would come in three phases.  First, they would be comforted by the fact that their captivity would soon end, and they would return to their homeland.  Next, they could be comforted to know that in God’s timing a Redeemer would come who would resolve the problem of sin.  Finally, that Redeemed would return in the future and set up a kingdom here on earth to fulfill the promises God made to the patriarchs hundreds of years before.
	 After these prophecies given by Isaiah were considered by the people, they must have wondered if God could pull this off.  In their minds, God had let them down by not defending them against Babylon.  How could He keep he promises given now?  The answer is found in the rest of chapter 40.
	Beginning in verse 12, God showed the people His power or omnipotence.  “Who has measured the waters in the hollow of his hand, measured heaven with a span and calculated the dust of the earth in a measure?  Weighed the mountains in scales and the hills in a balance?  Who has directed the Spirit of the LORD, or as his counselor has taught Him?  With whom did He take counsel, and who instructed Him, and taught Him in in the path of justice?  Who taught Him knowledge, and showed Him the way of understanding?”
	Here we find the Lord offering the comfort to His people by asking them questions about His power.  Was it not He who created everything?  He had the power over creation as well as what was necessary to sustain it.  No one had to teach Him how to do it.  He also had all knowledge and understanding.  No one had the power He has.  They should be comforted to know that He had the power to fulfill the promises in His prophecy given to them by Isaiah.
	In the next three verses, God, through the prophet Isaiah, makes it very clear He is in control.  “Behold, the nations are as a drop in a bucket, and are counted as the small dust on the balance; look, He lifts up the isles as a very little thing.  And Lebanon is not sufficient to burn, nor its beasts sufficient for a burnt offering.  All nations before Him are as nothing, and they are counted by Him less than nothing and worthless.”
	This would have been most comforting to those Israelites living in exile.  They were under the domination of the Empire of Babylon, sorrowing, believing God had forgotten them.  Now, after proclaiming His power in creation, He makes the case that the nations are as nothing because they are held in His hands.  If this was so, did He not have the power to keep His promises of deliverance?  All nations are as nothing before Him.
	Then the prophecy continues, comparing His power to that of the idols they had worshipped that caused them to go into exile in the first place.  “To whom then will you liken God?  Or what likeness will you compare to Him?  The workman molds a graven image, the goldsmith overspreads it with gold, and the silversmith casts silver chains.  Whoever is too impoverished for such a contribution chooses a tree that will not rot; he seeks for himself a skillful workman to prepare a carved image that will not totter.”
	The Israelites had foolishly decided to forget the God who had brought them into existence, preserved and protected them since the days of the patriarchs.   They neglected the fact He had cared for them while in Egypt and had miraculously brought them out of bondage.  He had led them and fed them while on their way to the Promised Land.  He not only gave them the land, but protected them from all of their enemies.  He provided great leadership and prosperity under the leadership of David and Solomon. Yet, in spite of all of this, they turned from the living God to serve idols made by mere man.
	After declaring God’s power and strength earlier, the prophecy compares that to the power of things made by the hands of various craftsmen.  The person who had the money had his idols made and covered with silver and gold.  The more humble person had his cut from wood that would not rot.  They had no power or benefit to anyone, but still they chose to make them the gods they worshipped.  How foolish could they be to do such a thing?
	As we think of how foolish the Israelites were back then to worship idols crafted by human hands, how much different is it today when so many place idols as it were, far above God. We spend far more time thinking about and doing things we like, rather than time with the Lord.  Christ is to have the preeminence in our lives as Christians, but we spend a lot of our energy and time on jobs, sports, pleasures and things, rather than really giving Him first place in our lives.  Is it not true that it is very easy to make “things” or other people become our gods?  What do our youth idolize today?  Is it some singer of actor?  What place does the Lord have in our lives?  How much different are we from those Israelites of old, who turned their backs on God, forgot Him and went their own way?  Because of it they wound up in exile in a foreign land.  What does God have in store for our nations that have basically turned aside from Him?  God still has sovereign control over the nations of the world.
     In verses 21 and 22 we read: “Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  Has it not been told you from the beginning?  Have you not understood from the foundation of the earth?  It is He who sits above the circle of the earth, and its inhabitants are like grasshoppers, who stretches out the heavens like a curtain, and spreads them out like a tent to dwell in.”
      Not only did God create the heavens and the earth, but He dwells in the heavens.  From there He looks down and the inhabitants of the earth are like grasshoppers.  They are so small in comparison to His creation.  I remember the first time I stood next to a 747 airplane.  It looked huge.  Then I saw one flying over at 40,000 feet, and it was a mere speck in the sky.  Could you ever imagine how small and frail we are in the sight of God?   Yet He cared enough and loved us enough to send His Son to pay the penalty for our sins on Calvary.
In verses 23 and 24, the prophet speaks of the Lord’s absolute control over the earth.  “He brings the princes to nothing; He makes the judges of the earth useless.  Scarcely shall they be planted, scarcely shall their stock take root in the earth, when He will blow on them, and they shall wither, and the whirlwind shall take them away as stubble.”  This certainly fits in with Daniel 2:21, where the prophet proclaims: “He removes kings and raises up kings; He gives wisdom to the wise and knowledge to those who have understanding.”  From these verses, it becomes very clear that God is in total control of history.  This truth would have been a great comfort to those of Isaiah’s day who were living under the threat of the Assyrian Empire and had heard the prophecy that the Babylonian Empire would take them into captivity at a later date.  It should also be a comfort to us today, knowing that whatever befalls our nations, God is still in absolute control of this world and all that happens.  What a mighty God we serve!
In spite of the prophecy of Isaiah that the Israelites would eventually be conquered by Babylon and taken into exile, the remainder of the 40th chapter of Isaiah offers comfort to His people.  In spite of the difficult days ahead, He would not forget them
“Why do you say, O Jacob, and speak O Israel; my way is hidden from the LORD, and my just claim is passed over by my God?  Have you not known?  Have you not heard?  The everlasting God, the LORD, the Creator of the ends of the earth, neither faints nor is weary.  There is no searching of His understanding.  He gives power to the weak, and to those who have no might He increases strength.  Even the youths shall faint and be weary, and the young men shall utterly fall, but those who wait on the LORD shall renew their strength; they shall mount up with wings like eagles, they shall run and not be weary, they shall walk and not faint.”
	God’s people should never think He has forgotten them.  				Jacob and Israel remind us that God is speaking to all the tribes of Israel, the entire nation.  Isaiah used these two words on 16 different occasions in his book.  Even though the people of the Northern Kingdom were already in exile in Assyria, God was still watching over the few people who remained faithful to Him, and had not turned to idols.  He had not forgotten them, nor would He ever forsake them or leave them.
		God’s final words in this chapter were given to answer to the two questions asked in verse 28. “Have you not known?  Have you not heard?”  The idea is this: Don’t you realize that the God who created the universe and who is the Lord of the hosts (or the armies), never gets tired is able to meet the needs of the Jewish people?  Even though Babylon will eventually come, destroy their cities and take their people into exile, He is still there. He will be watching over them and caring for them no matter how terrible their situation might seem to be.
		The people were worried about their future.  The situation seemed hopeless.  What would they do?  They were reminded that the God of the universe never gets tired.  He is eternal, not like the heathen gods they had stooped to worship.  He could strengthen the weak and the weary.  They would be refreshed when God would deliver them and take them back to their homeland once more.  They would then be uplifted emotionally, and as it were, soar like eagles.  They would be home again!
		Perhaps today I am speaking to someone out there in radio land who is discouraged.  You are physically drained, and you might even feel that life is not even worth living.  Maybe you are addicted to drugs or alcohol and you don’t see a way out.  For you, life is hardly worth living.  May I say to you, that there is a way out!  Let me share a true story with you.
		When I was a young man in my late teen years, I met a man named Walter MacDonald.  He had been a successful comedian in his younger years.  However, as he climbed the ladder of success, he was doing his acts in various night clubs.  Soon he began to drink socially with the patrons of these establishments.  It was not too long before he became addicted to alcohol.   He told me that when he would go home to see his mother in a distant city, he would have two suitcases.  One would have his clothes in it, while the other was full of alcohol.  Then he told me that when he would prepare to go to bed, the sheets were always turned down.  They were wet as well, for on those sheets were the tears of a godly mother who knelt there and prayed for him every night.
		The addiction gradually got worse, and he could no longer hold a job.  He had no income, and slept on the streets of Chicago.  One night, about four in the morning, he staggered into the emergency room of a hospital.  He asked a nurse if she could give him the name and address of a doctor who could help him.  She handed him a slip of paper and he left.  When he was sober enough to read it in the early rays of sunlight, he looked at it.  It said, “The doctor is Jesus, and His address is heaven.”  As the result of that testimony, he wound up at Pacific Garden Mission in Chicago, trusted Christ as his Savior, was delivered from his addiction, and later became an evangelist known as Happy Mac.  Why do I know this story so well?  He came to a church in Philadelphia, and led a young woman to Christ, who later became my wife.  The sequel to the story is that while holding meetings in a church not too far from where I pastored, he had a stroke and died.  My wife and I went to the viewing and met his 85 year old mother who had prayed for him.
		My point is simply this.  If God was able to bring His people out of a captivity, and He could save an alcoholic like Happy Mac, He surely can meet every need in your life.  Your first need is salvation, just like Happy Mac.  By receiving Christ as your Savior, your life can be changed, just like His.
		If you already know the Lord as your Savior, and are discouraged, lonely and wondering what will come next, remember the God of Isaiah 40 is great enough to meet any need you might have, and He will.
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