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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - E.C. MANNING
“THE ORACLES OF GOD” - Part Three – John 3:6
Today we focus our attention on a very familiar and precise statement of Scripture which, like those we already have discussed, calls for an intelligent response on our part.  I refer to the well-known and often quoted statement made by Jesus to the Hebrew scholar, Nicodemus, recorded in John’s Gospel, chapter 3, verse 3, “Except a man be born again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”   In this series of talks entitled “THE ORACLES OF GOD”, we are examining specific statements contained in the inerrant Scriptures, with a twofold purpose in mind: first, to make certain we clearly understand what God is saying to us, and second, to decide what our response should be to the particular truth God has affirmed.

Thus far, we have dealt with two very important statements.  The first was the one recorded in Acts 4:12, which speaking of Jesus Christ, says, “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”  The second is recorded in Galatians 6:7, which reads, “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  I hope you have given careful consideration to both of these statements, keeping in mind that they are not mere expressions of human opinion, but are the irrefutable declarations of God.  Don’t be misled by the popular fallacy that it does not matter what men and women believe as long as they are sincere and do the best they can according to the dictates of their conscience.  It does matter.  People cannot gain eternal life by putting their faith in false gods or by accepting and practicing the teachings of the founders of man-made religions.   There have been some great religious leaders, men whose teachings have attracted millions of followers and whose codes of ethics have influenced millions of lives.  But the fact remains, they were still only fallible human beings.  None were divine; all were subject to human limitations; and all were removed from this earthly scene by death, which, for all their greatness, they could not prevent.

Jesus Christ was and is in an entirely different category.  He was not a mere human being.  He was the Son of the Almighty God.  He was God incarnate in human flesh.  Death had no power over Him until He chose to die voluntarily as a substitute sin-bearer in the place of men, that they might be spared the eternal consequences of their sins.  That is why, when He had paid in full the price of man’s redemption, death could no longer hold Him, and He arose from the dead and is alive today.  He, and He alone, can recover men and women from their alienation from His Father, the One and Only true God, the Creator of all things, and against whom all have sinned.  Because you have no hope of recovery or forgiveness apart from Jesus Christ, your attitude towards Him, and your relationship with Him is the most important thing in life for you to consider.

Have you believed what God tells you in the Bible about Jesus Christ and what He has done to make possible your redemption and forgiveness?  Have you received Him into your life as your personal Saviour and Sovereign Lord?  He alone is your one and only hope of eternal life.  “Neither is there salvation in any other: for there is none other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved.”
The second statement we examined is also something we all should understand.  “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”   That is an immutable law that applies in every area of our lives and in society as a whole.  Individually and collectively, we reap what we sow.  Our nation today is reaping the consequences of past mismanagement.  Our society is reaping the harvest of moral decadence resulting from the tares, secular humanists and rejecters of the divine absolutes, sowed in the fertile field of adolescent minds while we slept.  “Be not deceived; God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man soweth, that shall he also reap.”  

We noted when we examined this divine pronouncement, that the Scriptures go on to point out two spheres of life in which we reap what we sow.  One the Bible refers to as the realm of the flesh, and to the other as the realm of the Spirit.  Galatians 6:8 says, “He that soweth to his flesh shall of the flesh reap corruption; but he that soweth to the Spirit shall of the Spirit reap life everlasting.”  The realm of the flesh embraces everything we acquired by reason of our physical birth, including our human or fleshly natures, which because of our alienation from God are prone to evil rather than to good.  The realm of the Spirit embraces everything we acquire when we are spiritually reborn through the commitment of our lives to Jesus Christ.  It was of that spiritual new birth that Jesus was speaking when He said to Nicodemus, “Verily, verily, I say unto thee, Except a man be born-again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”   We acquire our natural, sin-prone, human or fleshly nature by way of our physical birth.  Every species reproduces its like.  That is an immutable law that governs every life form that exists.  No one can amend or repeal the universal law of heredity, and we tamper with the building-blocks of life at our peril.  This is something genetic engineers should keep in mind.  
Christ in His conversation with Nicodemus drew a clear and vital distinction between the realm of the physical and the realm of the spiritual.  He said in John 3:6, “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  Failure to properly distinguish between these two fundamentally different spheres, leads to confusion and error.  Through our physical birth, we acquired our physical body.  With it we acquired a mind, but it is a carnal or fleshly mind at enmity against God, and, as the Scriptures say, “Not subject to the Law of God, neither indeed can be.”  If you want to check that for yourself you will find it in Romans 8:7.  Through our physical birth, we likewise acquire our human nature that is prone to evil rather than to good.  This again is the result of the universal law of heredity.  Our parents were sinful by nature, and consequently we, their offspring, are likewise sinful by nature.  David says, in Psalm 51:5 “I was shapen in iniquity; and in sin did my mother conceive me.”   Paul, in Ephesians 2:1, speaks of God through the spiritual new birth “quickening” or giving life to those who previously “were dead in trespasses and sins,”  whom he refers to in verse 3, as people preoccupied with “the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind” because they “were by nature the children of wrath, even as others.”
Our first parents, Adam and Eve, acquired sin-prone natures when in Eden they exercised their freedom of choice to do that which was contrary to the express will of God.  The moment they sinned, they died spiritually, and proneness to sin became a characteristic of their human natures.  It was an entrenched characteristic they passed on to their offspring, as evidenced by the fact that their firstborn son, Cain, became the world’s first murderer when he slew his brother, Abel.  The sin-prone nature they acquired at their Fall, has been passed on from generation to generation ever since.  That’s why you don’t have to teach your child to do wrong.  When he does wrong, even in his infancy, he is simply doing what comes naturally to the human, sin-prone nature with which he was born.  “That which is born of the flesh is flesh,” and it will not acquire, and indeed cannot acquire, the characteristics of righteousness which are the hallmarks of a spiritual nature born of God.

I pointed out in our previous talk, that a Christian is a unique individual in that he possesses two natures instead of one.  He has the old sin-prone nature of the flesh which he acquired at his physical birth, but he also has a new spiritual nature that delights in righteousness, which he acquired when he was spiritually reborn through receiving Christ into his life as his personal Saviour.  We noted the conflict the Apostle Paul says is waged between the old nature of the flesh and the new nature of the Spirit.  He says, “The flesh lusteth against the Sprit, and the Spirit against the flesh: and these are contrary the one to the other: so that ye cannot do the things that ye would.”  Many Christians are troubled by this inward conflict, but, my friend, it is an evidence of your spiritual new birth.  No such conflict took place when you had only the old sin-prone nature of the flesh.  The Bible emphasizes that you cannot be victorious in that inner conflict by striving or struggling in your own inadequate strength, or by trying to cultivate the flesh in the vain hope of making it produce the fruit of the Spirit.  Victory comes, Paul says in Romans 6, through our identification with Jesus Christ in His death and resurrection.  He says in verse 6, when we identify ourselves with Christ in His death, “our old man (that is, our old sin-prone nature) is crucified with Him: and we are thereby set free.”  But the other half of the statement is even more glorious.  God intends that we should also identify ourselves with Christ in His resurrection, and being resurrected with Christ, we are enabled to walk in newness of life through the person and power of the Holy Spirit, who gives us a new spiritual nature born of God.  This is the key to the victorious Christian life.

Let me speak now to those of you who have never experienced the spiritual new birth in your own life.  There is no way you can acquire a new spiritual nature that delights in God and righteousness apart from the spiritual new birth.  “That which is born of the flesh is flesh; and that which is born of the Spirit is spirit.”  The spiritual new birth is a supernatural work of God.  It is something for which you are wholly dependent on the Divine person of the Holy Spirit.  The means He uses to bring about the spiritual new birth is the Word or Oracles of God.  I Peter 1:23 speaks of “Being born again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, by the Word of God, which liveth and abideth for ever.”  John 1:12-13 tells you that God brings about the spiritual new birth in the lives of those who receive His Son Jesus Christ as their personal Saviour.  It says, “As many as received Him (that is, Jesus Christ), as many as received Him, to them gave He power to become the sons of God,...which were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.”  Born of God - that’s what the spiritual new birth is.  And as Christ said, “Except a man be born-again, he cannot see the Kingdom of God.”
O my friend, have you faced up to this all-important truth?  And have you responded to it by receiving Jesus Christ into your heart and life as your personal Saviour and Sovereign Lord?  Can you say with absolute certainty that you have been born of God?  That is the key to eternal life.  You gain nothing by learning of these vital truths from the oracles of God, unless you make the intelligent response they require of you.  In fact, it would be better that you never heard the Gospel and learned of your personal need to be spiritually reborn, than to hear it and then reject it.  You don’t have to say “NO” to Christ to reject Him; you only have to fail or refuse to say “YES”.  As He once more asks you to receive Him into your life as your personal Saviour, won’t you say “YES” to Him today?  May God bless you.

