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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR- George Francisco
“GREAT STEPS IN A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY” – Acts 9

Today I greet you in the name of the Lord Jesus and what a privilege it is to share His Word with you again.  Now I would like to look at the subject: “GREAT STEPS IN A SPIRITUAL JOURNEY”. We will take a brief look at the life of the Apostle Paul.  Now God used the Apostle Paul to share the Gospel with the then known world and to write thirteen books of the New Testament.  What a great encouragement those books were not only to the believers of the first century, but to our world as well since millions are reading the Bible today. I believe it will be helpful and a blessing to examine the various steps of Paul’s spiritual journey.  Jesus spoke of spiritual growth as taking place in stages when in the parable of the seed he referred to the plant that sends forth first the blade, then the ear, then the corn in the ear, thus a gradual progression.  Spiritual life also has its steps or stages.  In the Book of Acts Chapter 9 we can see these in the life of the Apostle Paul as he travels from spiritual darkness into the light of Christian experience.  By the way, we too must follow similar steps if we are to develop spiritually so it is important that we know some of these steps from Acts 9. 

The first step of Paul’s life we note that he was a rebel, In Acts 9:1 it says “And Saul, yet breathing out threatenings and slaughter against the disciples of the Lord when unto the high priest, and desired of him letters to Damascus to the synagogues, that if he found any of this way, whether they were men or women, he might bring them bound unto Jerusalem.”  Here we see Paul as a rebel, a rebel towards God and towards His people.  Now, he was religious, very religious. He was brought up as a Pharisee of the Pharisees he says, but he did not know the God that he professed to serve.  His religious zeal had deceived him; the Scriptures reveal that all men are initially spiritual rebels.  Romans 3:23 says “For all have sinned and come short of the glory of God.” And Isaiah 53:6 “All we like sheep have gone astray we have turned everyone to his own way…”  and again in Romans 5:10 we read “For if, when we were enemies, we were reconciled to God by the death of His Son…”  So the Scriptures then say that un-reconciled man is an enemy of God, even though he is religious, does good works, belongs to a church, performs religious duties, basically, he is still a spiritual rebel and that only changes when he comes in repentance and faith to Jesus Christ. Paul was a rebel.

The second step is found in Acts 9:3-4 “And as he journeyed, he came near Damascus: and suddenly there shined round about him a light from heaven: and he fell to the earth, and heard a voice saying unto him, Saul, Saul, why persecutest thou Me?”  Here we might say he faced a confrontation with God, the long arm of God’s love had reached out and stopped him in his rebellion. He sees a light brighter then the noonday sun, he comes face to face with the almighty God and true God, he falls to the earth, he is afraid. Friends, the Scripture say “Be sure your sin will find you out.” (Numbers 32:23).   There will surely come a time when we are confronted with the true God and the reality of our sin and then we will need more then the superficial religious activities that many hide behind for that will dissolve like the morning mist.  We will need a Savior not a religion. Paul was in total shock, his religion had only deluded him, although painful, the confrontation was a blessing for it led to finding spiritual truth.  

The third step we can notice is in verse 5 and I read, “And he (that is Paul) said, Who art Thou, Lord? And the Lord said, I am Jesus whom thou persecutest:…” Now, here we can see Paul has become an inquirer: “Who art Thou Lord?” he asks, and finds himself facing, not a set of laws and rituals, but the person of Jesus Christ. Spiritual light is beginning to dawn in his darkened soul. He comes to the place where he honestly seeks after the true God. He learns that Jesus is the true God, the very One who shamefully was put on that cross and killed, He is indeed the Son of God, resurrected and appearing to Saul in a glory that outshone the noon day sun.  Saul had plenty of religion, but he now sees that it not what he needed, he has sinned against God and he needs a Savior. Saul acted on that information and received Jesus Christ as His Savior and Lord. Friends, this is where true spiritual life begins. Titus 3:5 says “Not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, by the washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Ghost.” To commemorate his birth or beginning, Paul changed his name from the old Hebrew Saul, to the Greek, Paul, that we know, he indicated that his whole life has had a radical change. I wonder if your life today has experienced such a dramatic change? If not you need to examine yourself and see if you really have the life giving faith of Christ.

The fourth step that we note in Paul’s life is found in verse 6:  “Paul trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do.”  Here Paul becomes a disciple or learner and follower of Christ, “what wilt Thou have me to do” he asks.  He is now listening and will obey whatever God asks, and what a blessing his life became, not only to those of his contemporaries, but to us. As he fully followed the Lord’s leading, he was the first to preach the Gospel in Europe, he established Christian churches from which the Gospel was passed down to us and of course he wrote those thirteen epistles or letters to the churches, which are today in the pages of the Holy Bible and gives spiritual encouragement and nourishment to all those who believe.  Paul found a great joy in his life by following Jesus in spite of many trials and we will too if we will become real disciples, learners and followers of Christ.   As we read and obey God’s Word, we will grow in knowledge and spiritual stature, we will mature from the children stage to sons of God, people who are concerned about what God wants done in this earth and showing forth His love by taking His Word to all people everywhere.

Then the Fifth stage of Paul’s life is indicated in verse 11. When God spoke to a disciple named Ananias and told him to seek out Paul for it says “behold he prayeth.”  Paul now becomes a worshiper. He doesn’t just say prayers repetitiously as he did before but he prays with sincerity, he prays with knowledge, he prays for spiritual light and his prayers were answered.  He now knows the true God and can enjoy fellowship with Him.  Friends, we too need to become worshipers, taking time to read God’s Word, taking time to pray for ourselves, our families and our communities. We need to take time to share the blessings of God’s house with other believers. In John’s Gospel the Lord Jesus talked to a woman of Samaria, in Chapter 4 he tells her that “God is a Spirit: and they that worship Him must worship Him in spirit and in truth.”, for verse 23 says “the Father seeketh such to worship Him.”  Now think of it! God, the Holy God, seeking our worship, He is pleased when we receive His Son as Savior and enter into His presence just to talk with Him, and to spend time with Him, learning of His greatness and goodness.  We worship God truly only when we have been born of His spirit and come into His presence in the joy and thrill of that new found relationship.  
I once read of a young lady who was given a certain book to read. She soon laid it aside because it was not interesting. She was later invited to a social occasion where she met a young man who became quite interested in her and they began dating. She fell in love with him and, he with her. She was dumbfounded to learn he was the author of the very book she had found uninteresting.  At the first opportunity she went back and opened that book again and now she found it delightful and pleasing. Why the change? She now knew and loved the author.  Brethren, the Bible is God’s Word and it will become a delight to us when we get to love the Author. We need to cherish the Word of God and open its pages, because in Christ we have come to know, and to love that God.  God’s Word is to the soul what milk and meat is to the body. Let us then “desire the sincere milk of the Word that we may grow there by”. (I Peter 2:2).

The final step we want to look at is in verse 20. “And straightway Paul preached Christ in the synagogues, that He is the Son of God.”  Paul now becomes a witness for the Lord, witnessing simply means telling what you know of Christ, the best way you can and that is important, Romans 10 and 9 says “If thou shalt confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus, and shalt believe in thine heart that God has raised Him from the dead, thou shalt be saved. For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness; and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.”  Witnessing or sharing your faith is important: it confirms your faith to your own spirit, it confirms your faith to Satan who once ruled in your life and it confirms your commitment to Christ and to others all around you.  We are called to be workers together with God and we further His work in this world by joyfully sharing our faith with others.  Often the simplest witness is very powerful, in John 4:29 again when Jesus met the Samaritan woman, we find that she believed in Christ went back to the city and simply told her friends these words “Come see a man which told me all things that ever I did, is not this the Christ.” As a result of those simple words the Scripture says in verse 39 “And many of the Samaritans of that city believed on Him for the saying of the woman, who testified, He told me all that ever I did.”  Wouldn’t it be great if all God’s people would tell simply and joyously of their encounter with the Living Christ. What a change it could bring to this world that desperately needs to hear the Good News of the Gospel.  Paul says in Romans 10:13 “For whosoever shall call upon the name of the Lord shall be saved.”  Friends, that is the Gospel, but Paul continued in verse 14 “How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?  And how shall they hear without a preacher?”  If people who know the Gospel don’t share it, how will the lost world ever come to Christ? If Christian believers won’t tell of the Gospel who else will? In Canada we were once called a Christian nation, but now much less then 10 percent of our population it is said are evangelical believers.  In many countries of the world the figure is far smaller still. What an opportunity the church has of this day to share the glorious message of salvation in Christ.

The Apostle Paul traveled throughout the world of his day, sharing the Gospel, what an example of witnessing he is to us, but some may say I am not a preacher and of course they have in mind like Paul or Dr. Billy Graham, or others, that have reached thousands for Christ. But I ask was the Samaritan woman a preacher, well, yes and no, she was not a full time minister of course, but she did share her faith in a small yet powerful way and God blessed it and other Samaritans came to Jesus as a result.  Paul often preached to crowds as well as individuals and great throngs in Jerusalem or the Philippian jailer or the Roman guards that he was imprisoned with, he shared the Gospel everywhere he could.  Brethren we need to do the same, may God help us to do it.
