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CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR - ARTHUR H. LARSON 

“DON’T PLAY WITH FIRE” - Proverbs 6:27

Apart from the Lord Jesus Christ, Solomon, we are told was the wisest man that ever lived on the face of the earth.  And there are two very unusual questions asked by Solomon in Proverbs 6:27 and 28. Listen, “Can a man take fire in his bosom, and his clothes not be burned?  Can one go upon hot coals, and his feet not be burned?”  Let’s search the Scriptures to answer these questions that are rhetorical questions because the answer is so evident.  There are many questions like this in the Bible, and when you read these verses, you immediately reply, Well, of course not. No one can take fire in his bosom and his clothes not be burned.  No one can walk on hot coals and his feet not be burned. 

What is the writer speaking about in this chapter?  In the immediate context, Solomon is speaking about the terrible scarlet sin of adultery.  He issues a warning to all who would dare walk in this primrose pathway of sin.  He says adultery is like a fire that will burn and burn so deeply it will leave scars that cannot be healed in this life.  This wise man, Solomon, inspired by the Holy Spirit, is saying that you cannot play with fire and not burned.  Also, in a general way, these questions can be applied to all sin and rebellion against God.  Over and over again, God’s Word screams out the warning, you cannot sin and win.  You cannot sin and get by with it.  Sin is the one game in which everybody plays and nobody wins.  The greatest need of this nation today is a new and fresh consciousness of sin.  We have lost that.  Tolerance is the name of the game today.  Everybody is right and nobody’s wrong, because we no longer have the foundational guideline of God’s Holy Word, the Bible.  And the Bible says, “Righteousness exalts a nation, but sin is a reproach to many people.” Sin will bring reproach to a nation, to a city, to a family, and to individuals. We need a revival today, a revival of preaching against sin and sins.  People need to be told and must be told what sin is in the sight of God.  We do not need a new definition of sin, we must declare in no uncertain ways what the Bible, God’s Word says about it.  We must call sin what God calls it.  There must be a new crusade in churches of our land, preaching against sin and calling it by its right name.  Painting it as black as God paints it.  For you see, our individual and our national sins are storing up God’s wrath that will someday be poured out on us in judgment, sooner than many of us realize.  May God give us more courageous prophets who are willing to cry out against sin in every quarter and will tell people in simple, clear cut words that sin is real and it results in a terrible, terrible eternal separation from God and that it burns when we play with it and it burns deeply.  

I want you to notice, of course, that Jesus is the only Saviour from sin.  But first, I want to paint the black picture of sin so that the beautiful light of the glorious Gospel of Christ and the shining of the Son of God will enlighten your darkness and bring you to repentance from sin and trust Him for salvation through the Lord Jesus Christ.  First of all, I want you to see that sin separates from God. Unconfessed sin separates a Christian from the fellowship of his heavenly Father.  Some of you are listening who have professed to make your faith in Jesus Christ and be born again, and yet you have been walking and living in unconfessed sin.  Listen to Isaiah 59:2, “Your iniquities have separated between you and your God and your sins have hid His face from you that He will not hear.”  God spoke this to the Old Testament people through the Prophet Isaiah.  And this verse suggests three things that the unconfessed sin does to a believer.  * It separates the believer from the Father’s conscious presence.  You see, 1 John 1:7 says, “... but if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another.”  Now the opposite is also true.  If we fail to walk in the light as believers, we do not have fellowship with the Father, and this wonderful experience of fellowship is lost to us because of sin in our life and therefore unconfessed sin robs a person of the assurance of salvation, of the springs of joy and invites the chastening hand of God.  This verse in Isaiah also suggests that God will hide His face from one who has sin in their life that is unconfessed. The face of the Lord is also used in His Word as a symbol of rich blessing, so, unconfessed and unjudged sin in our lives jams the flow of His blessings into our lives. And we are also told that He won’t hear our prayers if we have unconfessed sin in our life.  Sin regarded in the life and heart of true Christians will obstruct the line that reaches to the throne of grace.  May God help us today if you are listening and a Christian who has unconfessed sin in his life or her life, to put 1 John 1:9 into practice, “If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.”
But if you are not saved, remember, sin separates you (the sinner) from the salvation of God.  Ephesians 2:1 reads, “And you hath He quickened (or made alive) who were dead in trespasses and sins.” You have been made alive who were separated from God by trespasses and sins?  The root meaning of the word “dead”, means, to be separated from.  Sinners are separated from God by sin.  They are separated from Him as far as the east is from the west.  As far as the heavens are above the earth, the great gulf of sin separates a sinner from God by an immeasurable distance.  Verses 12 and 13 of Ephesians 2 says, “We are afar off from God without Christ and without God and without hope in this world.”  No darker picture can ever be painted than the one given here.  If you are dead in your sin through unconfessed sin, unbelieving and refusing to come to Christ for salvation as your personal Saviour, then you are destitute of the life of God.  May God help you to see that you are really and utterly lost; that you need to seek the Lord and believe on Him and trust Him as your personal Saviour.  You will never have life until you come to realize that you are dead in sins.  And you will never want to be saved until you believe that you are in danger of being separated from God for all eternity in the place Jesus called hell. Thank God, Christ has forever bridged that gulf of sin for all of us by His death on the cross and His resurrection, and His life today. Yes, sin separates us.  
But sin also affects the human heart and conscience.  Sin disturbs.  There is a disturbing and restless quality about sin.  Some of you are experiencing that today.  David said in Psalm 38:3, “There is no soundness in my flesh because of Thine anger; neither is there any rest in my bones because of sin.”  David had committed at least two terrible sins, and he was disturbed inside, in his heart and in his mind until he gained forgiveness and cleansing.  His conscience burned within him and his spirit was restless until he knew the peace of God again.  Never forget, my friend you may be able to educate your conscience, sear it, train it, but you cannot kill it, and at the most unlikely time your conscience will stand up and cry out loud within you and demand to be heard.  Isaiah 57:20, 21 is also a great verse. “The wicked are like the troubled sea when it cannot rest.  Whose waters cast up mire and dirt.  There is no peace saith my God to the wicked.”  Now, the Bible says this is a picture of the heart of an unsaved person, restless.  The human brain is the most wonderful thing God created.  In the brain there are millions of tiny cells and each cell is capable of storing the actions, and words of the individual.  And everything you have ever done or said, and everything you have ever seen is tucked away in one of those cells of memory in your brain.  The brain never forgets anything.  It is this ability of the human mind that many times torments a person in the quiet hours of the night when he or she is all alone.  The memories of their sins are washed up on the shores of their mind by the restless waves of a sinful heart.  A person may roll and toss in the bed through the sleepless night.  They may try to forget by taking drugs or drink to drown the memory of past sins, but there is no peace, says God, to the wicked.  True peace of mind is found only in the Lord Jesus Christ and the guilty mind and conscience can only be purged from dead works by the precious blood of Jesus Christ.  Sin many times drives people utterly insane.  It drives them like a slave master to utter confusion, distraction, despondency, and many times to suicide.  
Yes, friends, the Bible says sin disturbs and deceives the heart.  Hebrews 3:13 says, “But exhort one another daily while it is called today, lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.” The Word in Jeremiah 17:9 declares that “The heart is deceitful above all things, and desperately wicked: who can know it?”  You see, sin is deceitful. Someone has said, “If sin were not so deceitful, it would never seem so delightful.”  The pleasures of sin, the Bible teaches are only for a season and then comes the rude awakening and the awful storm of certain judgment.  And the Devil, of course, is the master deceiver.  The Bible says the Devil that deceived them someday will be cast into the lake of fire and brimstone.  Jesus said, “You were of your father, the Devil, and the lusts of your father you will do.” You see, if you are not saved, if you are under the spell and mastery of the master deceiver, the Devil, he can cloud your mind and rob your soul in spiritual darkness and keep you asleep in your lost, undone condition before God.  Many times, people in our churches are unsaved and they are deceived by the Devil into thinking they are saved, when they have never been born again.  He can keep you asleep in your lost, undone condition before God.  In short, he deceives you right into thinking that you are all okay, and that you are right without Christ and that somehow you can get by.  May God awaken each unsaved person listening to this message: you are being deceived, blinded, duped and drugged by Satan. You are slowly being dragged toward the place reserved for him and his angels in hell.  Believe the Word of God today and trust Christ as your Saviour, your eyes will be opened and you will be saved.  Because, you see, sin finally hardens the heart.  Hebrews 3:13 says,”…lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.”  There is a hardening quality of sin.  That is why the Bible says, “Today, if you will hear His voice and harden not your hearts”. (Hebrews 4:7). Living on year after year in sin, hardens the human heart and turns a deaf ear to the voice of God, and then, the Bible says, when you are often reproved and warned of your lost condition and do nothing about it, it produces a hardness of heart that will finally bring you to a Christless eternity.  

Yes, sin finally brings death.  “The wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  Many times it is a premature death, it may be violent death, and it may be sudden death with no chance to repent.  How long have you been putting off Christ?  How long have you been saying NO to the wooing of the Spirit of God showing you that no matter what people may say today, that sin is wrong, that sin brings death that sin deceives; that sin separates from God.  The final wages of sin is eternal death in a place called the lake of fire and brimstone.  O my friend, there is a remedy.  The answer to the great sin problem of this world is Calvary.  The sin problem was forever solved on the cross when Jesus Christ, Who loved us, died for our sins and bore our sins in His own body on the tree.  You see, you don’t have to die for your sins.  You don’t have to suffer for your sins.  Jesus suffered and Jesus died and Jesus paid the total penalty for your sins on the cross when He shed His precious blood and there exhausted the wrath of God for us. “For He, who knew no sin, was made sin for us that we might be made the righteousness of God in Him.” He was buried on the third day, He rose again.  He proved Himself alive by many infallible proofs.  Forty days later He went back to heaven and is sitting at the right-hand of God and “He is able to save to the uttermost that come unto God by Him, seeing He ever liveth to make intercession for them.”  (Hebrews 7:25).
No matter what your problem may be, it is not only a sin problem, it is a Son problem. You need to trust the Son of God and the sin problem will be taken care of because the Bible says “The wages of sin is death...” The Bible says “but the gift of God is eternal life through Jesus Christ our Lord.”  This moment, come to Jesus.  Confess to Him your sin, trust Him, turn from your sin, receive Him as your Saviour and let Him live His life through you and you will be transformed.  For the Bible says, “If anyone be in Christ he is a new creature; old things are passed away; (including all your sins) behold, all things are become new.”. “For the blood of Jesus Christ, God’s Son, cleanses us from sin.”   This new life is in Jesus Christ and our new destiny is in Heaven.  Who would ever go on in their sin, turning down such an offer?  Turn today to Christ.  Trust Him, receive Him and begin this new life.  I pray you will.

