PAGE  
2

CANADA’S NATIONAL BIBLE HOUR – E. C. MANNING 
“THE FAITH ONCE DELIVERED” # 4 - “The Doctrine of the Blood Atonement”
May I introduce the subject of this talk by directing your attention to three passages of Scripture?  As I read them, please note their common theme.  Leviticus 17:11, “For the life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”  Hebrews 9:22, “Almost all things are by the law purged with blood; and without shedding of blood is no remission.”  And I Peter 1:18-19, “Forasmuch as ye know that ye were not redeemed with corruptible things, as silver and gold,but with the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.”
You see at once that the common theme of these passages is the role of shed blood in resolving the problem of sin.  The doctrine of blood atonement is the cardinal truth I want to examine with you today as we continue our review of the highlights of “The Faith which was once delivered unto the saints.”  Thus far, we have dealt with two key doctrines of that “faith once delivered.”  The first was the verbal inspiration and divine preservation of the Scriptures, and the second, the Deity of the Lord Jesus Christ.  I hope there remains no doubt in your mind concerning either of these fundamental truths.  Despite the many years since the original word-perfect written Word of God was given to mankind through holy men of God who “spake as they were moved by the Holy Ghost”, despite the efforts of ungodly men to discredit and destroy it, despite it’s professed friends who want to revise and re-write it, we still have in our possession a word-perfect Bible that is in very truth the verbally inspired, divinely preserved, infallible and inerrant Word of God.      The doctrine of the Deity and Sovereignty of the Lord Jesus Christ is likewise an established and irrefutable fact.  Christ was not merely a unique man, a great religious teacher whose life and teachings changed the course of history.  Christ was God incarnate in human flesh.  He took on the form of a man to become our substitute sin-bearer and pay the penalty for our sins in our place, that we might receive God’s forgiveness and obtain from Him the priceless gift of eternal life.  Since there is for us no hope of salvation except through Him, our individual relationship with Him is the most important matter in life for each of us.  That’s why we’re so anxious to help you realize what this means to you personally, and urge you to receive Christ into your life as your personal Saviour and Sovereign Lord.

May I now ask you to consider the significance of the manner of Christ’s death for your sins, and why that manner of death was necessary to afford you an opportunity to obtain forgiveness and eternal life by receiving Him as your personal Saviour and Sovereign Lord? First, the significance of His being put to death on a cross, or, as it was sometimes called, a tree.  Remember, we were all under the curse which sin brought on the entire human race.  When Christ was lifted on the Cross, that curse was transferred from us to Him.  Galatians 3:13 says, “Christ hath redeemed us from the curse of the law, being made a curse for us: for it is written, Cursed is everyone that hangeth on a tree.”  Christ’s acceptance of that transferred curse was symbolized by His voluntary submission to execution on a cross or tree. 

Of even greater significance was something that happened at the time of His death.  Jewish law prohibited a dead body being left in view on the Sabbath Day, which began at sundown.  As the fateful day of execution wore on for Christ and the two thieves crucified with Him, the Gospel of John 19:31-34 says, “The Jews therefore...besought Pilate that their legs might be broken, and that they might be taken away.  Then came the soldiers and brake the legs of the first, and of the other which was crucified with Him, But when they came to Jesus, and saw that He was dead already, they brake not His legs: but one of the soldiers with a spear pierced His side, and forthwith came there out blood and water.”  “There came out blood...”  In the passages of Scripture I drew to your attention at the beginning of this talk, God makes clear that sins can be atoned for only by the shedding of blood, and that “...without shedding of blood is no remission.”  God made this fact clear to His people Israel by including in His Law given to Moses on Mount Sinai, detailed instructions concerning the role of shed blood in seeking remission of and cleansing from sin. Let me again direct your attention to Leviticus 17:11, where God said to Israel, “The life of the flesh is in the blood: and I have given it to you upon the altar to make an atonement for your souls: for it is the blood that maketh an atonement for the soul.”
When God gave Moses instructions regarding the Tabernacle which would be God’s abode in the midst of His people during their wilderness journey, He directed him to divide it into parts.  The one part was to be the sanctuary wherein was placed a golden candlestick and a table overlaid with gold on which the shew bread was placed.  Then, separated from the sanctuary by a blue and purple and scarlet veil of fine twined linen, was the second area known as the Holy of Holies.  In it, was the golden censer, the Ark of the Covenant, and the cherubim with their outstretched wings overshadowing the Mercy Seat.  It was into this Holy of Holies that the High Priest of Israel went once each year, bearing the blood of atonement to make atonement for the sins of the people.  It was not that the shed blood of the animals or sacrifice had any atoning efficacy in itself.  It was accepted by God in anticipation of the day when Jesus Christ, the Divine Lamb of God, would offer His blood in atonement for the sins of mankind.  The Apostle Paul, in his letter to the Hebrews  chapter 9, speaks of Christ as our great “...High Priest of good things to come...” and says in verse 12 “That not by the blood of goats and calves, but by His own blood He entered in once into the holy place, having obtained eternal redemption for us.” He goes on to say in verses 13 and 14, “If the blood of bulls and of goats, and the ashes of an heifer sprinkling the unclean, sanctifieth to the purifying of the flesh: how much more shall the blood of Christ, who through the eternal Spirit offered Himself without spot to God, purge your conscience from dead works to serve the living God?”
It is significant that the first blood ever shed on this earth was shed for the remission of sin, when God slew the animals to obtain the skins with which to make coats to cover the nakedness of Adam and Eve after their fall.  That scarlet thread of blood shed for the remission of sins runs throughout the entire Bible, reaching its apex when Christ’s blood was shed for the sins of the world on Calvary’s Cross, culminating in the great redemption song that will be sung by the redeemed saints in glory as foretold in Revelation 5:9, which reads, “They sung a new song, saying, Thou art worthy to take the Book, and to open the seals thereof: for Thou was slain, and hast redeemed us to God by Thy blood out of every kindred, and tongue, and people and nation.”
Leviticus 17:11 gives a further insight into why the shedding of Christ’s blood was necessary for the remission of our sins.  It says, “The life of the flesh is in the blood.”  The shedding of Christ’s blood of atonement there was the literal pouring out of His divine life for the redemption of mankind.  Surely this gives us a deeper understanding of the reality and the seriousness of the problem of sin.  Sin which we are prone to treat so lightly today, is not only the root cause of all our human problems but is so serious in itself that nothing less than the pouring out of Christ’s divine life in the blood of His Cross could save us from its eternal consequences and free us from its deadly power.  In the light of this solemn truth, how terribly misguided are those who regard sin merely as human error, not really of any serious consequence.  Such misconception is reflected in their perception of Jesus Christ and the significance of His life and crucifixion.  They regard Him merely as a great religious teacher whose precepts still have value in our twentieth-century search for solutions to our individual and collective problems.  They regard His death as the martyrdom of a good man, whose teachings offended the religious and political leaders of His day.  How terribly far short of the truth such perceptions are!   The fact is that sin (which is any violation of the perfect will of God) has alienated all mankind from Him.  Under the eternal laws of absolute divine justice, every sin carries an inevitable penalty.  For that reason, all, from the least to the greatest, are guilty and under condemnation.  
What is more, we are helpless to recover ourselves from our seemingly hopeless state.  I say “seemingly hopeless” because while humanly speaking our recovery is impossible, a door of opportunity is open before us through the love and mercy of God.  Nearly 2,000 years ago, God came into this world in the person of Jesus Christ to purchase our redemption.  To that end, He not only took our sins into His own sin-less body and died as a substitute sin-bearer in our stead, but He met the eternal requirement of divine justice that without shedding of blood is no remission.  On the Cross when the Roman soldier’s spear pierced His side, Christ’s divine blood of atonement flowed out and the atoning efficacy of that shed blood is what makes possible the remission of our sins.  The old hymn expresses it so well: “There is a fountain filled with blood drawn from Immanuel’s veins; and sinners plunged beneath that flood lose all their guilty stains.” “Without the shedding of blood is no remission.”   That same blood of atonement provides daily cleansing from sin’s defilement for those who put their trust in Christ and experience the reality of being redeemed by the blood of the Lamb.  Speaking to those who have been so redeemed, the Apostle John says, “If we walk in the light, as He is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son, cleanseth us from all sin.”   No matter how sinful and deserving of sin’s certain judgment we may be, we need feel no concern once we have received Jesus Christ as our personal Redeemer and put ourselves under the shelter of His blood, shed for the remission of our sins.  God says to you in His Word, as He said to the Israelites of old, “When I see the blood, I will pass over you.” Have you availed yourself of that shelter made available to you at the cost of Christ’s shed blood?

Let me close with those familiar words from Romans 5:6-9, “When we were yet without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.  For scarcely for a righteous man will one die: yet peradventure for a good man some would even dare to die.  But God commendeth His love toward us, in that, while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us.  Much more then, being now justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him.”   If you have never done so before, will you today open your heart and life to Jesus Christ and ask Him to be your personal Saviour, and find your shelter under His atoning blood shed for you on Calvary’s Cross?  May God bless you.
